
 

OVERVIEW CARD 
December Weeks 1 and 2 

 

 

 

Key Question:   How do we know God loves us? 
Bottom Line:    God gave us Jesus. 
Memory Verse:   “God has given a son to us.” 
    Isaiah 9:6, NCV 
     
 
Bible Story:    The angels tell about Jesus. 
    The Angels and Shepherds 
    Luke 2:8-18  

   
 

Coloring Page:   Shepherds come to greet Jesus. 
  
 
Music:    Great Big God 
    Merry Christmas to You 
    Look, Look, Everyone 
  
   
Bible Lesson:   The Beginner’s Bible 
    Shepherds Visit 
    Pages 277 to 281 
   
Story:    J is for Jesus 
    by Crystal Bowman 
   
Service Time:     70 minutes (Week 1) 
    68 minutes (Week 2) 
  

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

ACTIVITY 1 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 
 

 

 

Sheep in the Bin 

 
What You Need: Laundry basket and plastic balls  
 
What You Do:  
Before the activity: Place the laundry basket on the floor and scatter the balls 
around on the floor.  
 
During the activity: Encourage children to gather the balls (sheep) and throw them 
in the laundry basket. Repeat as many times as desired. 
 
At the end of the activity: Talk about the word “shepherd” and what a shepherd 
does.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the activity: “Well, hello, friends! Look all around; all my sheep have gotten 
loose! Can you help me round them up and get them back into the basket? 
(Pause.) Yay! Great!” 
 
During the activity: “Look there’s a sheep, and there’s a sheep. Grab them and toss 
them into the basket. (Pause.) Great job collecting all the sheep!” 
 
At the end of the activity: “A shepherd takes care of his sheep and that’s exactly 
what you did! We heard today a Bible story about some shepherds that got some of 
the bestest news ever!  Do you remember what it was?” 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

ACTIVITY 2 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 

 

 

Search for Baby Jesus 
 
What You Need:  
Pictures of Baby Jesus and a Bible 
 
What You Do:  
Tape the pictures of baby Jesus all around the room. Then, read 
Luke 2:10 (what the angels said to the shepherds).   Have the 
child pretend to be shepherds and search the room to find all the 
pictures of baby Jesus.  
 
What You Say:. 
“We are going to play a super fun game and learn what the     
angels said to the shepherds (read Luke 2:10).  Do you           
remember what the shepherds did as soon as the angels left? 
(Pause.)  Yes, you are right, they went to find baby Jesus.  We 
are going to pretend to be shepherds and look around the room 
to see if we can to find baby Jesus.  Are you ready...Go!” 
 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

ACTIVITY 3 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 

 

 

Bouncing Sheep 
 
What You Need: Large parachute, and several stuffed sheep 
(Option: if you do not have stuffed sheep, consider using cotton balls.) 
 
What You Do:  
Before the activity: Lay out the parachute and have the children gather around it and 
pick it up. Make sure every child is holding a portion of the parachute.  
 
During the activity: Toss the stuffed sheep or the cotton balls into the middle of the 
parachute while the children are holding it. Instruct the children to bring their arms up 
and down to make the parachute bounce the sheep. Play as long as desired. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the activity: “Let’s bounce some sheep! Everyone stand around our            
parachute and pick it up. Make sure all of our friends are holding some of the         
parachute.”  
 
During Activity: “Now let’s put our sheep on! (Toss the sheep into the middle of the 
parachute.) Bring your arms up and down so that the sheep are bouncing. Great job! 
Keep bouncing!” (Play as long as desired.) 
 
After Activity: “Whew! All of that bouncing made me tired! I am sure our sheep had 
fun, though. Good job taking care of the sheep. Today in our Bible lesson, we 
learned about people who take care of sheep! Do you remember what they are 
called?” 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

ACTIVITY 4 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 

 

 

Pick Up Sheep 
 
What You Need: Cotton balls, paper cups, and plastic tweezers 
 
What You Do:  
Before the activity: Toss the cotton balls out onto the floor. 
 
During the activity: Give each child a cup and tweezers. Guide them to collect a given number of 
“sheep” in their cup. Once they collect the number given, have them come sit with you on the floor. 
Collect all the sheep, toss them on the floor again, and call out a new number for the children to 
collect. Repeat as many times as desired. 
 
At the end of the activity: Collect all the cups, tweezers, and cotton balls and talk about why they 
were collecting sheep and how it ties in with the Bible lesson. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the activity: “Hello, everyone! I have a fun game for us to play today! See all the cotton 
balls on the ground? (Pause.) We are going to pretend they are sheep and we are going to be 
shepherds! Shepherds are the people who take care of the sheep.” 
 
During the activity: “Each of you will get a cup and a tweezers. This is how you use it. 
(Demonstrate.) I want you to go and pick up three (count out with your fingers) sheep and put 
them in your cup. Once you have your three come back over and sit with me. Ready? Go! 
(Pause.) Great job being shepherds! (Take all the cotton balls and toss them back on the floor.) 
This time I want you to go and pick up five (count out with your fingers) sheep and put them in 
your cup.” (Repeat as many times as desired.) 
 
At the end of the activity: “Wow! You sure are super shepherds! Today we heard a super neat   
Bible lesson about some shepherds that were out in a field taking care of their sheep, just like you 
were.  Do you remember what happened?” 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

CRAFT - WK 1 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 
 

 

 

Shepherd Ornaments Magic Scratch 
 
What You Need:  Shepherd Ornaments and pencil 
 
What You Do:  
Give each child an ornament and show them how to use the pencil to create their very 
own ornament to take home.  
 
What You Say: “Who knows what special day is coming!? (Pause.) That’s right!    
Christmas is coming! Do you know whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas? (Pause.) 
That’s right! Jesus’ birthday! Last week, we heard about how Jesus was born, but no 
one but Mary and Joseph knew about Baby Jesus! How was everyone going to find out 
about Jesus? (Pause.) Did Mary and Joseph send a letter? Did they send an email? Or 
maybe they called on a phone? (Pause.) Did they do any of those things? (Pause.) No! 
The first people to find out were shepherds, and they found out in an amazing way! 
 
“One day the shepherds were out in the field watching their sheep. Suddenly a bunch of 
angels filled the sky and had a message for the shepherds. They said, ‘Don’t be afraid. 
We’ve got great news for you! A baby has been born in Bethlehem. He is God’s Son, 
Jesus! You’ll find him wrapped up in blankets and lying in a manger.’ And then the      
angels started to sing, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven! Peace on earth!’ Isn’t that 
amazing? The shepherds were so excited they grabbed up all of their stuff and went to 
where the angel said. The shepherds were so excited to see Jesus! They said, 
‘Everyone needs to know that Jesus is born! God loves us so much that He gave us  
Jesus.’ How do we know God loves us?  God gave us Jesus! 
 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

CRAFT - WK 2 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 
 

 

 

Shepherds Staff Ornaments 
 
What You Need: Pipe cleaners, and pony beads 
 
What You Do: Review this week’s Bible lesson as you help your preschoolers create 
their very own Shepherds Staff Ornament. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the activity:  “Who knows what special day is coming!? (Pause.) That’s right! Christmas is 
coming! Do you know whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas? (Pause.) That’s right!  Jesus’ 
birthday! Last week, we heard about how Jesus was born, but no one but Mary and    Joseph 
knew about Baby Jesus! How was everyone going to find out about Jesus? (Pause.) Did Mary and 
Joseph send a letter? Did they send an email? Or maybe they called on a phone? (Pause.) Did 
they do any of those things? (Pause.) No! The first people to find out were shepherds, and they 
found out in an amazing way! 
 
“One day the shepherds were out in the field watching their sheep. Suddenly a bunch of angels 
filled the sky and had a message for the shepherds. They said, ‘Don’t be afraid. We’ve got great 
news for you! A baby has been born in Bethlehem. He is God’s Son, Jesus! You’ll find him 
wrapped up in blankets and lying in a manger.’ And then the angels started to sing, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven! Peace on earth!’ Isn’t that amazing? The shepherds were so   excited they 
grabbed up all of their stuff and went to where the angel said. The shepherds were so excited to 
see Jesus! They said, ‘Everyone needs to know that Jesus is born! God loves us so much that He 
gave us Jesus.’ How do we know God loves us?  God gave us Jesus!  
 
During the activity: We’re going to make a shepherds staff. (Hold up candy cane ornament      
sample) I know you know what this is. What is it? (Pause.) Yep! It’s a candy cane. But today we’re 
going to pretend it’s a shepherd staff, like the kind the shepherds used in our Bible lesson today.  
Our ornaments will help us remember that the shepherds told everyone about baby Jesus and we 
can tell our friends about Jesus too.” 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 



 

SMALL GROUP 
 

December Weeks 1 and 2 
 

 

 

Small Group Time 
 
What you Need: Stickers, Bible Story, Wall Nativity Set and J is for Jesus book by Crystal Bowman 
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “Wow! What an exciting lesson! Imagine the sky filled with angels singing    
because Baby Jesus had been born! Do you remember what the shepherds did after the angels told them about 
Baby Jesus? (Pause.) Yes! They ran to see Jesus! That must have been amazing to see Jesus lying there in a 
manger. Do you remember what the shepherds did after they saw Baby Jesus? (Pause.) Right again! They told 
everyone the good news about Jesus! They said God gave us Jesus!  God gave us Jesus!  God gave us    
Jesus! And that’s how we know God loves us—because God gave us Jesus! How do we know God loves 
us?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL:  “God gave us Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “Our Memory Verse this month says, ‘God has given a son to us,’  Isaiah 9:6.  Say that with me.”  
 
CHILDREN and SGL: “‘God has given a son to us,’ Isaiah 9:6.”    
 
SGL: “That verse is saying God gave us Jesus, His one and only Son. That’s right! Would anyone like to try 
and say it all by yourself?  
 
Give each child the opportunity to say the verse. Make this a special time for them and reward them                
with a sticker. 
 
SGL: “Today, and all month, we have been making our own manger scene, we have been using it to help us 
retell our Bible lesson! First, we added Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, and the angel!  Second, we added the animals 
to the scene because Jesus was born in a manger with farm animals.  Today, we need to add the shepherds.  
What do shepherds take care of? (Pause.) Sheep! That’s right! Let’s add some sheep to go with our shepherds 
too!  We have one more thing to talk about. Do you remember who told the shepherds about Jesus? (Pause.) 
Angels!  Awesome, can you point to the angels?  We added them in week one.   Christmas is almost here so 
let’s say happy birthday to Jesus again. Say it with me: ‘Happy birthday, Jesus!’ How do we know God loves 
us? (Pause.)  God gave us Jesus. That’s right, and what a great thing to celebrate!” 
 

SGL: “Are you ready to read a book about Christmas? (Pause.) Great, I can’t wait to hear what happens!” 

The Angels and 
Shepherds 

 

December 6th-7th 
December 13th-14th 

December Memory Verse -  
“God has given a son to us.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 


