
Alley Rundown - September 16 & 17, 2017  
 

Bible Story: Forgive and Let By (Forgive One Another) • Colossians 3:13, John 21:1-17 
(Supporting: John 18:1-27) 
Bottom Line: Friends forgive one another 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” 
Proverbs 17:17 NIrV 

 
Large Group Leader has lots of energy as he or she welcomes everyone to The Alley. He or she is 
relatable and inviting, and can talk about something that happened throughout the week like a big 
sports game, movie opening, a viral video on YouTube, etc. (NOTE: Something related to what it’s 
like starting school or being a month into school already would be great to mention during the 
welcome.) Large Group Leader tells them how excited he or she is that they’re there and briefly runs 
through what they can expect. This is especially helpful for first-time guests to make them feel like 
they know what’s happening. 

 
Connect Time (Opener): “Spam-Tastic!” 
What You Need: 

 3 pairs of friends 

 Large trashcan 

 3 sponge balls 

 Spam 

 Sporks  

 Small table to place containers with pre-cut pieces of Spam  (Cut Spam before service)  
 
“Ok guys! Raise your hand if you’re a meat eater. Beef jerky, smoked turkey, pork ribs, chicken on the 
bone, bacon, or frog legs, you don’t care really where the meat came from . . . you’ll eat it—Ok, 
maybe not those frogs, but is there anyone out there who wants to join me on stage with some fellow 
meat-loving friends to play a game where you get to eat some tenderized goodness? (Allow 
response) Full disclosure: the meat in question may or may not be a premium or even a desirable 
cut.” 
“For this game, I need three brave students who can each bring a friend with them to the stage. Your 
friend must not only love games but have the same carnivorous affinity for meat . . . even mystery 
meat.” 
 
Select three pairs of friends to participate in the game, making sure that none of them have any 
food allergies, and introduce them to the rest of the group. 
“Today we are unveiling a brand new game . . . which from what I understand is a game never before 
played . . . in the history of The Alley. It’s a simple game that combines trashcan basketball with a 
great pastime of eating meat. Here’s how it works: one person will have three attempts to toss a ball 
into a large trashcan. If he or she gets the ball into the trashcan, he or she will be safe. However, for 
each ball that does not go into the trashcan, he or she will have to take a bite of mystery meat. It 
sounds simple enough, but there’s the catch. You brought a friend up here with you. Your friend will 
be attempting to thwart your basketball efforts. Armed with a SPORK, your friend will be standing 
behind the trashcan trying to block the ball from going into the trashcan. They can only use the 
spork—or as I like to call it, the cafeteria multi-tool—to block the ball. If your friend successfully blocks 
the ball, he or she is safe. When the ball goes into the basket, your friend must take a bite of mystery 
meat. 
 
To recap: You get the ball in=they eat the mystery meat. They block the ball=you eat the 
mystery meat. 



 
Any questions? Good! Let’s get to it! Everyone is probably wondering what mystery meat? It’s all in 
the name of the game: SPAMTASTIC!”  
 
CG: SPAMTASTIC! Slide 
 
“Everybody say, “YUM!” (Allow response) That’s right, ladies and gents – our friends on stage will be 
taking a bite of America’s favorite mystery meat called Spam. Nobody really knows what kind of meat 
is in this congealed can of goodness, but fortunately for our friends on the stage, it doesn’t matter! 
They love ALL kinds of meat . . . even the unidentified kind.” 
“Each pair will play one round, and each round will consist of three bites of mystery meat. The only 
way to determine who gets to eat it is by playing the game, SPAMTASTIC! Make sense? (Allow 
response) Awesome! Let’s play!” 
 
Leader instructs first pair of friends to figure out who is blocking/shooting. Leader allows the 
volunteers to take a big bite of spam using a spork after each shot attempt. This process repeats until 
all the volunteers have had a chance to play the game. 
 
“THAT WAS FANTASTIC! Or should I say SPAM–TASTIC? I am going to declare that game an 
overwhelming success! However, the credit of the triumph goes to our fantastic volunteers. Thanks so 
much for putting your friendship on the line to compete. Be sure to shake hands and apologize for 
causing your friend to eat mystery meat.” 
 
Transition to Lesson 
 
“Well, today we are going to talk about the hard stuff. Here in The Alley, we realize your life is not 
always easy. School life can be hard. Home life can be hard. Even the bus ride home can be hard.”  
 
“For example, it stinks when the tardy bell is about to ring and your locker gets jammed. It stinks 
when you mom MAKES you take a shower and you already took one … last week. But this is the 
worst! It stinks to be double crossed by your BFF . . . when he or she shares your embarrassing 
secrets . . . when he or she talks about you behind your back . . . when he or she doesn’t invite you to 
his or her big party.” 
 
“The truth is that most of us at some point or another, maybe even all of us, have experienced a not-
so-pleasant scenario with a friend. Maybe the scenario was a little different from what you 
brainstormed, but I would say it was probably painful to go through.” 
   
“Unfortunately, we’ll all experience moments when we get hurt, sometimes for no reason at all. And 
when someone is unkind and hurts you, how do you react? Do you go run away and hide? Do you 
fight? Do you look to your other friends for reinforcements? Do you ask your parents for a hug?” 
  
“Well, because this will happen at some point to all of us, it’d be wise for us to talk through this and 
figure out what we can do. And the best place for us to find out how to make the wise choice is? 
Yeah! The Bible. God’s word. Let’s watch this week’s episode!” 
 
CG: Week 3 Lesson Video 
 
 
 
 



“I’m sure nobody is shocked that Jesus offered love, acceptance, and forgiveness to His friend, Peter, 
who betrayed Him three different times. That’s what we would expect from the Son of God who was 
perfect in every way. But what does that mean for us? Does God really expect us to do the same 
thing? I mean, Jesus was perfect, and we are not perfect . . . at all!” 
 
“Well, yeah, God does want us to forgive others. In Colossians, Paul answered this question when he 
wrote (Open Bible and read Colossians 3:13), Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are 
holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” 
 
“Jesus didn’t only offer Peter forgiveness. Paul pointed out that Jesus offers forgiveness to all of us 
as well. Jesus offers this forgiveness for any sin we commit. When we sin, we act in a way that goes 
against what God wants for us. All of us are guilty of sin. All of us need God’s forgiveness.” 
 
“Likewise, when someone close to us hurts us, it’s easy to hold a grudge toward that friend. We might 
try to get revenge and hurt them back. Or we might decide that we’ll just talk about them behind their 
backs and never work to build the relationship again. But that might not be the wisest choice for us to 
make. God might be asking us to respond differently. Let’s pray…” 
 
PRAY: “Jesus, thank You so much for being the perfect example of forgiveness. Thank You for 
showing us what it means to forgive a friend, just like you forgave Peter. Thank You for being our best 
friend and forgiving our sins. We love You. Help us to be the kind of friend that forgives people when 
they hurt us. In Your Name we pray, Amen.” 
 
(DISMISS TO SMALL GROUPS) 


