
Alley SG - September 9 & 10, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Take on Thee (Accept One Another) • Romans 15:7, Acts 9:26-
28 (Supporting: Acts 9:1-25, 26:12-18) 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another. 
Key Question: What does it mean to accept a friend? 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when 
trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17 NIrV 

 
1. The “Hot Seat” 
 
What You Need: One chair or “hot seat”, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Pass out the Bibles and encourage half the group to look up Acts 9 and the other half to look 
up Acts 26. 

• Put the “hot seat” chair in the front and center. 
• Let students take turns sitting in the “hot seat” and making a case for whether or not Saul 

should be part of the disciples (people who believe in and follow Jesus).  
• Remind students to be respectful of whoever’s in the hot seat, giving that person time and 

space to speak.  
o They can call out questions to ask of the person in the seat. 
o The person in the hot seat will then be challenged to respond to the questions, and they 

can refer back to the passages in Acts for help.  
• Wrap Up and Ask:  

o How do you think Paul felt when Barnabas stood up for him and accepted him into the 
group of Jesus followers? 

o Have you ever had a friend explain your situation or make a case for you to be accepted 
into a group or with another person? What happened? How did you feel? 

 
2. Discussion Questions  
 

• When are some times that kids have to deal with whether or not they are accepted? Can you 
think of some examples? 

• What makes it hard to accept people sometimes? 
• If you’ve ever felt not accepted before, what do you wish you could say to the people involved? 

(No names) 
• If you’ve ever tried to help someone get accepted with other friends, what worked? What 

didn’t? 
• Do you have a story of something that really changed you? You were one way before this thing 

happened but different afterward. 
• Does following Jesus make you different than before you knew and trusted Him? In what 

ways? 
 
3. Verses to Take with You 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 



• Divide your group into three smaller groups and instruct them to move around to make a left 
side, middle, and right side. 

• Share today’s verse, Romans 15:7, NIrV: “Christ has accepted you. So accept one another in 
order to bring praise to God.” 

• Tell the left side group they are the first third of the verse, “Christ has accepted you.” 
• Tell the middle group they are the middle section, “So accept one another” 
• Tell the right side group they are the last third, “in order to bring praise to God.” 
• Let students practice saying their parts out loud, prompting them as needed, by pointing to 

whose turn it is. 
o Start on the left and moving across so that they say the verse in order.  
o Run through it a few times, going quicker and quicker. 

• Then ask them what they think the most important part of this verse is?  
• Encourage students to share this in one sentence or a phrase (just a few words). 
• Challenge them to see if they can sum up the most important part in just one word. (If they 

say, “Accept,” ask what that means—what’s another way to say that?) 
• Close by asking them why we should accept others (because Christ accepted us and because 

we want to bring praise to God—or however they say this in their own words). If they seem 
confused, ask them to help put these ideas into words that younger kids would understand. 

 
4. God Time Sheets (Extra Time Activity) 
 
Hand out sheets and pens/pencils to students, and allow them to work on them. These weekly sheets 
will be taken home each week, and returned for $10 in Alley Cash the following week. 


