
Alley SG - October 28 & 29, 2017 
 
Bible Story: Real Treasures of Heaven (Treasures in Heaven) • Matthew 6:19-24 
Bottom Line: Live like you know what really matters. 
Key Question: How can you live for what really matters? 
Memory Verse: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.” Luke 
16:10a NIV 
 
 
CONNECT TIME: Trash-ketball (Once Service Time Begins) 
(ALL LEADERSHIP IN THE ROOM PARTICIPATES) 
 
What You Need: Paper from recycling bin and 2 trash cans/buckets 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide your small group in 2 equal teams.  

 Ask volunteers to help scrunch up recycled paper into balls. 

 Note: If you are playing seated in chairs, then also put the 2 trashcans at either end of 
your space up on a chair or table so that the “goal” is higher. If you are playing with 
students sitting on the floor, then the 2 trashcans can be up or down on the floor as well. 
It works either way. 

 Explain that you’re going to be playing a game of Seated Trashketball.  
o They are trying to score by shooting the ball (recycled paper balled up) into one 

of the trashcans on either end.  

 Tell each team which trashcan is their “hoop.” 

 Challenge them to take a minute to pick a spot for their chair to stay or a place on the 
floor, reminding them that once they start playing, they cannot move—they must stay 
seated. 

 Demonstrate how they can pass the paper ball to each other, trying to get it closer and 
closer to their hoop, until it’s passed to someone close enough to the trash can to be 
able to shoot and score for their team. 

 Encourage the other team to try to intercept or knock down the ball so that they can 
pass it to one of their teammates and try to score on their end instead.  

 Set a timer for 3 minutes and then give them a chance to re-set—to move their chairs or 
place on the floor after strategizing with their team. 

 Play as many rounds as you have time for or declare the game over when one team 
reaches a certain number of points by scoring: for example, 10. 

 
Pro Tip: For the last round, you could put more than one ball in play at one time, which will 
make it crazier and get more people involved. 
 
Wrap Up & Say:  
“It doesn’t take fancy equipment, cool uniforms, or a big gym to play a fun version of basketball. 
What other people see as trash and a trashcan, we know can be something else! Today’s Bible 
Story helps us to think about storing up treasure in heaven like you were trying to stuff those 
trashcans with recycled paper balls to win the game. Let’s head to Large Group to hear more. 

(AFTER LARGE GROUP) 
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1. Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: Recycled paper (different colors/types) (one per child), pens/thin markers (one 
per child) 
 
What You Do: 

 Pass out recycled paper and a pen/marker to each person. 

 Encourage them to take a moment and think about what matters most to them in the 
world. 

 Ask them to write what matters most to them in big huge letters on their pages. 

 Tell them to be ready to say “why” they think this is most important. 

 Show them how to hold their answers turned to their chests, and then when you say, 
“go,” have all kids reveal their answers at the same time by flipping their papers so that 
they face out. 

 Challenge them to move and stand by anyone who has a similar answer. 

 Give everyone who wants to a chance to make a case for what they think matters most. 
o Note: If more than one person wrote the same thing, one person could be a 

spokesperson and represent everyone else. 
o After everyone shares, see if anyone changes his or her mind and decides 

that something else is more important than what they wrote the first time.  
o If so, they can draw lines through their answers and add the new ones above 

them. 

 Ask students what all these things have in common? 

 Follow up by asking if there are answers that we don’t see, what does that mean? What 
things aren’t important really if we didn’t think to write them down? 

Wrap Up & Say:  
“There are a lot of things we think are important. It can be hard to narrow things down and come 
up with what’s most important if we have to pick just one thing. Today’s Bible passage talks 
about not storing up and stockpiling stuff on earth because those things won’t last. Instead God 
encourages us to focus on things that will last forever.” 
 
2. Bible Story Extension 
 
What You Need: Bible, 2 large pieces of paper, painter’s tape, markers 
What You Do:  

 Tape 1 large piece of paper low on the wall. Write “Earth” in the middle. 

 Tape another piece of paper above a table or high up so that students have to reach up. 
Write “Heaven” in the middle. 

 Re-read the Bible passage from today, Matthew 6:19-24. 



 Encourage everyone to grab a marker. 

 Ask “So what do people on Earth consider treasures? What kinds of things does God 
say last forever—treasures in Heaven?” 

 Explain that they can write words or create pictures to answer those questions on the 
right sheet. 

 Challenge them to add details like treasures rotting away or being stolen on earth or 
details of what they’ve heard will be true in heaven—shining, gold, angels, etc. 

Note: Talking about heaven is hard because it’s so abstract and there are so many specifics 
that are unknown. Stay close by the “heaven” sheet and help with brainstorming out loud 
and encouraging their discussion. If students have questions that you are unable to answer, 
ask if other students think they know the answers, or leave things open ended after some 
discussion. Sitting with tension is a great exercise for kids at this age! 

 Optional: You could also use a Bible concordance to look up other passages that talk 
about heaven as well. 

         

Wrap Up & Say: 
“We need to live like we know what matters. We have to live like we understand that things on 
earth are temporary. God wants us to keep in mind what lasts forever and focus on those 
things.” 

3. Discussion Questions 
 Is it wrong to have nice things—things other people would consider treasures? 

 What do you think it means when it says that you can’t serve 2 masters, both God and 
money? 

 Can you think of an example of people who are rich in God’s eyes? 

 How can we be more like them? 

 
4. Verses to Take with You 

 Read Matthew 6:21, For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 Ask why our treasures and hearts are connected? 

 See what things other people would say are most important to you. Are you generous 
with them or do you tend to keep it all to yourself? 

 Challenge them to think about whether they need to make any adjustments so that their 
hearts are focused on things that will last forever. 

 
5. God Time Take Home Sheets 
 
What You Need: “God Time” Sheets (one per child), pens (one per child) 
 
NOTE: The God Time sheets are intended to be a closing time activity each week in The Alley. 
Children will begin working on their sheets, as well as be encouraged to bring their sheets back 
the following week for $3 in Alley Cash. Children cannot turn in their sheets the same week. 
The goal is to keep the lesson on their minds and in front of them throughout the following week. 
 
Before they leave, ask them to close their eyes so you can pray and send them out. 
 
“Dear God, we want to live like we know what matters. We want to invest our time, money, and 
talents into things that last forever. Help us to see clearly this week when we are putting too 
much thought or care into treasures here on earth that won’t last the way that our relationships 
and You will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 


