
City LG - December 16-17, 2017 
 
Bible Story: Miracle from Heaven (Jesus is born) • Luke 2:1-18 
Bottom Line: God gave us Jesus. 
Memory Verse: “Command the rich to do what is good. Tell them to be rich in doing 
good things. They must give freely. They must be willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18, NIrV 
 
GAME: Wrap Em Up! (to be played at the beginning of service) 
Supplies Needed: One Roll of Wrapping Paper, Tape and a bag of bows per group 
Candy to be given to each child as they leave service 
 
How to Play:  
Each Small Group will be given a set of supplies. The goal is to wrap up the adult 
volunteer in their group as a gift to Jesus within the 2-minute countdown. 
 
Say: 
 
“Ok City. We’re going to start today by playing a game. And guess what? One of you in 
your group gets to be wrapped up in wrapping paper and presented as a gift to Jesus! 
Don’t worry. We won’t stick you under a tree or anything. And we promise to unwrap 
you when the game is over. Leaders, you each have supplies for your group. At the end 
of 2 minutes we will bring all volunteers up on stage and vote for a winner. Ready? Let’s 
GO! 
 
(Play Countdown Video, bring kids on stage, have them cheer for their groups, and 
declare a winner) 
 
CG: 2-Minute Christmas Countdown Video 
 
After the Game: 
 
“Way to go everyone! Because you all did such an awesome job, and because we are 
learning about being generous, you can all grab a piece of candy as you leave today.  
So let’s gets these gifts to Jesus unwrapped so they can worship Him! Let’s welcome 
our worship team!” 
 
Worship Team enters… 
 
Worship: Won’t Let Go and Feelin’ Like Christmas 
 
“Well, I am absolutely pumped that Christmas is almost here! I can’t wait! I’m super-
duper excited! How about all of you guys? Are you excited for Christmas? (Pause for 
response.) Well, put the biggest smile on your face. Sing with all of your heart, because 
it’s time to spread our joy to this world and sing about Jesus being born to us. C’mon, 
everybody, let’s sing!” 
 



LARGE GROUP WELCOME: 
 
“Hellooooo, everyone! I’m [your name], and it’s CHRISTMAS EVE! Can you believe it? 
If you’re excited, look at your neighbor, give them a fist bump, and say, ‘Merry almost-
Christmas!’” 
 
KIDS: (Fist bump.) “Merry almost-Christmas!” 
 
“I’m sure we’ve all heard what Christmas is about, right? Whose birthday do we 
celebrate on Christmas? (Pause for response.) That’s right! Christmas is a chance for 
us to celebrate that Jesus was born.  
 
“Now, I have a question for everyone that you don’t have to answer out loud. Who in 
here has heard about the day you were born? Maybe your mom and dad were already 
at the hospital, or maybe they had to drive there really fast. Maybe your mom and dad 
weren’t even there when you were born, and you met them later when they adopted you 
into their family.  
 
“I’m sure most of us have heard the story of how we were born. But today we’re going to 
talk about what happened when Jesus was born. The people living during this time had 
been waiting many, many, MANY years for God to send a Savior to the world, and 
Jesus is that Savior they waited for.” 
 
“God chose two really amazing people to be Jesus’ parents while He was on earth. 
Does anyone know their names? (Pause for response.) That’s right! Mary and Joseph. 
Now, when it came time for Jesus to be born, Mary and Joseph were traveling. Does 
anyone know what kind of transportation they used? 
 
“I’ll give you a hint: I bet they wish it “hee-hawed” a tank of gas.”  
 
“Mary and Joseph were traveling on foot, with the help of a donkey or some other 
animal. And they needed somewhere to stay the night. When they got to Bethlehem, 
they looked, and they looked, and they looked some more. But no one had room for 
them to stay. Let’s see what happened in this week’s story. Watch this…” 
 
CG: Week 4 Lesson Video (Runtime: 6:27) 
 
“Because of Jesus’ birth, everything changed. Because of Jesus’ birth, we can be in 
God’s family forever. We can celebrate. We can have joy. We can have peace. And 
because of Jesus’ birth, we don’t have to live in darkness. 
 
“We can live in the light. On Christmas, we celebrate that [Bottom Line] God gave us 
Jesus. That’s our Bottom Line for today. Let’s look at that together.  
 
CG: Bottom Line Slide 
 



[Bottom Line] “God gave us Jesus. He did. He sent Jesus for the other people living 
during that time, and He sent Jesus for you and for me. Say this with me.” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God gave us Jesus.”   

 
“On Christmas morning, when you wake up, before you rush to the Christmas tree or 
stocking or wherever it is that you open gifts, I want you to pause and thank God for the 
greatest gift of all—the gift of Jesus, who came to earth so we could be His friend 
forever.” 
 
“Let’s pray and thank God for so generously giving us Jesus to be our Savior.” 
 
Pray: “God, help us to remember what tomorrow is really about: the greatest and 
biggest love of all—Your love. You love us so much that You gave to everyone. Thank 
You that You keep on giving us this love today. We love You, and we celebrate the birth 
of Your Son, Jesus! We pray this in His name, Amen!” 
 
“Wow, we worship a very generous God! God gave us Jesus, and because of this gift, 
we can be friends with God forever. It’s so amazing that no matter what we give, it can’t 
even begin to compare to the gift of Jesus! 
 
“That’s right! On Christmas morning, we get to celebrate that Jesus was born. Some of 
us might gather around a Christmas tree and open presents with our families. When we 
come down the stairs or walk into the room and see those presents, it can be all too 
easy to forget about the greatest gift we’ve ever received. 
 
“Instead, let’s try something else. Let’s be sure to think about God’s generosity. Think 
about why we even celebrate Christmas and give gifts to others. We give because God 
first gave to us. We celebrate because God gave us Jesus, the greatest gift we could 
ever receive! You’ll talk more about all of this in Small Group. Have a very merry 
Christmas everyone, and we’ll see you back here in The City real soon!” 
 
(DISMISS TO SMALL GROUPS) 


