
Alley SG – March 24-25, 2018 
 (Easter Lesson) 
 

Bible Truth: Easter Story * The Bible  
Bottom Line: Jesus is alive! 
Key Question: How do you celebrate Easter? 

Memory Verse: “Wait for the LORD. Be strong and don’t lose hope. Wait for the LORD!”  

Psalm 27:14, NIrV 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: Prepared eggs containing “Easter Eggspression” Activity Page (one per 
group), basket (one per group) 
 
What You Do: 

 Sit together as a group then place the egg basket within reach of everyone. 

 Invite students to take turns choosing an egg from the basket and reading the question 
inside.  

 As time allows, you can invite all the students to answer the same question or have 
students answer their own individual questions. 

 Continue until everyone has taken at least one egg from the basket. 
 
Wrap Up and Say: 
“Since we are celebrating Easter this weekend in the Alley, it’s eggspecially (especially) 
important to think about the way God eggspressed (expressed) His uneggsplainable 
(unexplainable) and eggstaordinary (extraordinary) love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross and rise from the dead. That’s eggactly (exactly) what we want to do today, so let’s 
get started.” 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
 
What You Need: Bibles, “Timeline Cards” (1 per bin), index cards (20 per bin per service), 
markers, pens 
 
What You Do: 

 Hand out the “Timeline Cards” to six of the students and ask them to think back on what 
they learned in Large Group. 

 Give them time to line up the cards in chronological order.  

 Help as needed. 

 Remind students that God’s timeline of redemption wasn’t complete until Jesus came. 

 Divide the group into three teams and hand out Bibles, markers, pens, and six index 
cards. 

 Assign one team Luke 22, the second team Luke 23, and the third team Luke 24. 

 Ask teams to read their chapters together then create 2-6 additional cards to fill in the 
missing events that led up to Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

o They can write, sketch, or doodle on the cards.  
o Ask them to include the Luke reference and a brief description on the back. 



 When finished, let the teams take turns adding their cards to the line, beginning with the 
events in Luke 22. 

 As students look at the completed timeline, remove one of the cards then discuss the 
impact it would have had on God’s rescue plan if the event on that card had not taken 
place. 

 Let the students take turns choosing a card from anywhere along the timeline then share 
answers to the following questions: 

o Why is this event important in the chain of events that began at creation and 
ended with the cross? 

o What does this event reveal about God? What does it tell you about people? 
o If all the events along the timeline had taken place but Jesus had never risen 

from the dead, how would that make a difference? 
 
Tip: The Easter story is the culmination of God’s plan to rescue, forgive, and restore anyone 
who will put his or her faith in Christ. What an amazing gift offered to those who will receive 
it! The natural outflow of today’s content would be to ask, “Do you believe?” Don’t miss the 
opportunity to explore the acceptance of God’s gift of salvation with any kids who might 
have more questions. But also be sensitive to those whose parents are believers and would 
want to be part of that conversation.  

 
3. Discussion Questions 
 

 How is Jesus the answer to our sin problem? 

 Name five things Jesus does for us that no one else can do.  

 Why was it crucial that Jesus rise from the dead? 

 If you had been the first one to see Jesus alive on Easter morning, how do you think you 
would have reacted? What would you have done? 

 When do you think it would have been hardest for Jesus to show patience during the 
events leading up to the cross? 

 What are some things that can get in the way of the true meaning of Easter? What can 
you do to keep Jesus in your Easter celebrations today?  

 
4. Verses to Take with You 
 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Give your students Bibles then ask them to look up Psalm 27:14. Direct them to the middle 
of their Bibles to find the book of Psalms. 

 Read the verse together. 

 Ask students to close their Bibles then hold them in one hand with arms outstretched to the 
sides. 

 Tell them to keep their arms outstretched as you discuss the verse using prompts such as 
the ones below:  

o If you had to hold your arms like this for a very long time, how would you feel? 
What are some ways that your outstretched arms are an illustration of Psalm 
27:14? 

o Talk about some ways Jesus lived out this verse. 
o When Jesus hung on the cross with his arms outstretched, do you think He could 

have come down whenever He wanted? If so, what kept Him there? 



 Before the students put their arms down, ask them to picture Jesus on the cross.  

 Then, let them lower their arms for a much-needed rest.  

 Ask them to consider how the victory of the resurrection may have felt similar to the 
relief they felt when they could finally relax their arms. 

 
Tip: It’s difficult for preteens (or anyone!) to wrap their minds around all Jesus went through for 
us on the cross: hated, arrested, beaten, arms stretched out on a cross, and crucified in the 
most painful of deaths. So why was Jesus willing to go to such an extreme? Love. He died to 
make a way for your students to live with God forever. Remind them that God loved us enough 
to send His Son to die in our place for our sin. When we believe in Him and accept Him as our 
Savior, He makes a promise. He guarantees that we’ll have eternal life—live forever with Him in 
heaven.  
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
 
What You Do: 

 Invite students to take turns giving prayers of thanks for Easter.  

 Ask them to remain seated as they pray silently or aloud thanking Jesus for dying for 
their sin. 

 Ask them to “rise up” (stand) as they pray silently or aloud thanking Jesus for rising from  
the dead.  

 When they’re finished, close with the prayer below.  
 
“Jesus, thank You for loving each of us enough to come and be our Savior. We know that 
You’re alive and that You’re stronger than anything—even death. We love You! Amen.” 


