
Alley Rundown - July 14-15, 2018 
 

Bible Story: On Top of the Sea (Peter Walks on Water) • Matthew 14:22-33 
Key Question: What distracts you from focusing on Jesus? 
Bottom Line: Stay focused on Jesus. 
Memory Verse: “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6, NIV 

 
CG: Future Force VBS Promo Video (Runtime: 1:00) 
 
(Point students to look for VBS Central at your Campus to sign up for Future Force VBS. Cost is 
$10) 
 
Begin Rundown… 
 
Supplies Needed: 2 Water Bottles (per service), 2 Plastic Cups (per service) 
 
“What’s happening, everybody? I am amped to have all of you here. Before we get started 
today, I need a little help with a project. It’s an easy task that shouldn’t take too long and is 
relatively painless. Do I have any willing volunteers?” 
 

Select a kid to assist you. 
 
“Thank you so much! I really appreciate the help—all I’m going to need you to do is take these 
cups (produce 2 plastic cups) . . . and fill them with these two water bottles (produce two water 
bottles). Try your best not to make a mess, and I REALLY appreciate your help.” 
 

Allow volunteer to start filling cup(s). 
 
“Okay, so like I was saying, today we’re talking about . . . oh, actually, I think I have the wrong 
notes here. [Name of Volunteer], could you hold these for me while I go look for my notes for 
today?”  
 

Help kid set down the water bottles, put notes into 
their hand. 

 
“If you could hold off on the water thing until I find them, I would appreciate it.”  
 

Look around for a moment, leaving volunteer 
standing alone. Then “realize” the notes you 
handed volunteer were in fact correct all along.  

 
“Oh, wouldn’t you know it, those ARE my notes for today! I guess I was just looking at the wrong 
page. Thanks for holding those (taking notes back). You can get back to the water now, thanks 
again.” 
 

Volunteer continues filling cups. 
 



“So anyway, today we’re going to—(smacks lips) you know what? My mouth is a little dry. I 
need something to wet my whistle. [Name of Volunteer], I hate to interrupt, but could I snag 
some of that water really quick? Thank you so much.” 
 

Take the unopened water bottle and drink some/all 
of it.  

 
“Oh man, that hits the spot. You can get back to filling the cups, thanks.” 
 

Volunteer resumes filling up the cups with water. 
 
“Alright, today we’ll be diving deep into the world of . . . hey, is it cold in here to anyone else? I 
think [Name of Volunteer] looks a little chilly. [Name of Volunteer], could you stop what you’re 
doing for just a second while I check the thermostat? I just feel bad; it’s so chilly in here, and I 
don’t want you to catch a cold. It’ll just take a second, and it’ll make me feel better.”  
 

“Check” the temperature in the room.  
 

“Oh, thank you so much—you look nice and toasty. Could you go ahead and top off that water 
bottle though? Sure is taking you a while.” 
 

Allow the kid finish filling the cups. 
 
“There we go! Let’s give [Name of Volunteer] a big hand! You can go back to your seat, and 
thank you again!” 
 
“Before we continue, consider this question with me: have you ever felt distracted? This 
happens when it is difficult to complete a task because something or someone is screaming for 
your attention. [Name of Volunteer], have you ever felt distracted . . . while filling up water 
bottles . . . while standing here? (Pause for response.) Absolutely you have! What should have 
taken 30 seconds, took a couple of minutes because you had to hold some notes . . . and wait 
for me to check the temperature . . . in the middle of July . . . and pass me some water! Your 
simple task took more time because I was distracting you.”  
 
“We all have days FILLED with distractions. Let’s be honest: every single person in this room 
gets distracted by something or someone. When we get distracted, it’s hard to focus on what’s 
important. Today’s story is all about focusing on the right thing, and it comes to us from the book 
of Matthew. Let’s take a look at this week’s episode!” 
 
CG: Lesson Video (Runtime: 9:05) 
 
“What I find interesting about this story is what caused Peter to sink. When his attention was 
focused on Jesus, Peter had no issues strolling across the top of the water. After the strong 
waves and wind caught his eye, he shifted his focus off Jesus, and Peter sank. Getting 
distracted is all too easy. Instead, we should try and focus our lives on Jesus. If you have 
trouble with this, pray. Ask God to help you stay focused. If you can carve out focused time 
every day to spend with Jesus, the dividends will be fantastic.” 
 
“Think about this as we head to Small Groups today . . .” 
 
CG: Key Question Slide 



 
“What distracts you from focusing on Jesus? What is it in your life that you might find 
getting in the way of your relationship with God? If you’re not sure, take the time to talk about it 
with your Small Group Leader or a trusted adult. I’m sure they’d love to help you figure out how 
you can focus your life on Jesus. Before we head to Small Group, let’s take some time to 
worship God with our offering and our attention.” 
 
OFFERING TIME: 
Homer Glen: Victor 
New Lenox: Daniel 
Orland Park: Michael and Valerie 
 
CG: Picture of Child 
 
CG: Nairobi Facts JPEG 
 
“Offering Time is important here in the Alley, because it gives you all an opportunity to worship 
God by giving your money generously. Here at (your campus), we give our offering to help 
support (your campus child) in Kenya. Our offering goes to show kindness to them by buying 
clothes, and food, and other materials they may need. We have a picture of some fun facts 
about Nairobi where (campus child) lives! If you brought an offering today, you may place it in 
our Alley Offering Bin (point children to location of bin) when the video plays. If not, that’s ok too. 
You can bring an offering next week. The Bible tells us this about bringing our offerings to 
Him…” 
 
CG: Offering Verse JPEG (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 
 
(Invite students to bring their offerings forward) 
 
CG: Worship Experience Video (Runtime: 5:00) 
 
NOTE: Students will write “I commit…” on the top of their note card, and then make a 
commitment to something this week, month, summer, etc. while staying focused on 
Jesus. 
 
Supplies Needed: Pens (1 per kid) and Note Cards (1 per kid) 
 

Dismiss to Small Group 


