
Alley SG - July 7-8, 2018 
 

Bible Story: You’ve Got a Friend in Me (Philip and Nathanael) • John 1:43-51 
Key Question: Who encourages you to trust Jesus every day? 
Bottom Line: Find friends who help you trust Jesus. 
Memory Verse: “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6, NIV 

 
1. Just for Fun 

 
What You Need: “Spread the News Cards” from the Activity Page (one per group) 
 
What You Do: 

 Give kids a set of “Spread the News Cards.” 

 Instruct kids to read the cards and rank them in the order in which they would be excited to 
share the news with their friends. 

 Discuss why they chose the order they did. Why did they put something first? (it is important to 
them, it is exciting news, etc.) Why did they put something last? Are there any topics they would 
add that would be exciting to share with a friend? 

 

2. Take a Snapshot  

 What You Need: Hit and Miss on Cardstock ( 1 set per bin), “Trait Cards” (1 set per bin), extra 
blank trait cards (6 per bin per service), Pens/Markers (campus supplies) 

  What You Do: 

 Lay Hit or Miss Paper on the floor or table  
 Read a “Trait Card.” 
 Instruct kids to vote if they think the trait is valuable in a friend (a HIT) or if the trait is not one 

you want in a friend (a MISS).  
o Place the “Trait Card” to the corresponding paper, according to how many votes it gets.  
o This should be a fast-paced activity. There will be an opportunity to discuss the trait in 

detail and move them around later if necessary. 
o Allow kids to create gestures for a “HIT” vote and a “MISS” vote. For example: a 

touchdown sign is a hit, thumbs down is a miss. Or you could tell them they can create a 
movement for HIT vs. MISS, such as running to a certain spot in the room or doing a 
pushup for HIT and laying down for a MISS. 

 Ask: 
o Can you think of any other traits that would be a “HIT” to add to the list?  
o If not already added, ask, “What about being a Jesus follower? Is that a ‘HIT’?”  

 Give kids an opportunity to discuss the “HIT” traits and rank them in order of importance. 
 Encourage them to move the cards to represent the order of importance. 

 

 

 



3. Bible Story Extension  
 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Read the Bible story as a group, John 1:43-51. 

 Ask: What did Jesus say to Phillip? Why do you think Phillip ran to tell Nathanael about Jesus? 
(Phillip was excited, Phillip wanted Nathanael to join him following Jesus)  

 Ask kids to kids to sit on the floor with their legs bent in front of them with only the soles of their 
feet touching the floor. 

 Challenge them to stand up without using their hands at all. 

 Let them react to doing that: was it challenging? Was anyone completely unable to do it? 

 Tell kids to grab a partner and sit back-to-back with them. Again, only their bottom and the soles 
of their feet can touch the floor.  

 Challenge them to link arms and use the leverage they create to stand up. 

 Ask: 
o Which way was it easier to stand up? Why was it easier?  
o What are ways some you could lean on a friend to encourage you to trust God?  
o How can a friend remind you to live like you believe what God says is true?  
o Does anyone have friends like that right now? Who are they and how do they encourage 

you to trust God? 
 
4. Discussion Questions  
 

 Do you have a friend who encourages you in general? How have they encouraged you? Ask 
kids to share their stories. 

 Now, do you have a friend who encourages you to trust God? How? Encourage kids to share 
stories of how their friends have helped them trust God. 

 What could you do if you don’t connect with a friend who is a Christ-follower? How could you 
find a friend who can help you trust God? 

 What about our group here? Do we fall into the category of “friends who help you trust God”? 
How can we all be better friends who help our friends trust God? 

 
Tip: The group of kids you lead has the potential to be the “go-to” place for kids to find 
encouragement and Christian friendship. If your group doesn’t have that dynamic or you’d like to 
see the kids grow closer in their friendships, discuss with them how that might happen and let them 
take some ownership in creating a safe place for each other.  

 
4. Make it Personal with Prayer 
 
What You Do:  

 Challenge kids to think of someone who encourages them to trust God, someone who speaks 
God’s truth to them, someone who strives to obey God, or someone who worships and praises 
God in daily life. 

 Ask kids to share why they are encouraged by this friend. 

 Close in prayer.  
o Thank God for the people in our lives who draw us nearer to Him. 
o Ask for awareness to seek friends who can help us trust God. 
o Ask for guidance to be a friend who encourages others to trust God. 

 


