Alley SG - February 2-3, 2019
Bible Story: Gotta Serve Somebody (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) • John 13:1-17
Key Question: Why should you serve others?
Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did for us.
Memory Verse: Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first
must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:35 (NIV)
1. Take a Snapshot
What You Need: Large spoon, small spoon (one set per group)
What You Do:
 Ask:
o What are some situations when a person might think he or she is more important than
someone else? (Answers might include when they win a game, get a better grade than
someone else, get invited to a party with the popular kids, or get a cool phone.)
o Why is a “better-than-you” attitude wrong? What can happen when you have this sort of
attitude?
o What can you do to avoid having an attitude where you feel like you’re better than
others?
 Sit or stand in a circle and give the large and small spoons to two different students.
 Explain that, at your signal, they are to quickly pass both spoons around the circle in opposite
directions until you signal them to stop, at which point you’ll ask the students holding the spoons
to stand up.
 Read one of the scenarios listed below.
 Invite the person holding the large spoon to share the way someone might respond who is
proud and unwilling to serve others.
 Invite the student with the smaller spoon to share how someone who is willing to serve might
respond in the same situation
o You and your best friend auditioned for the school play. She got a part but you didn’t.
o No one realizes that you are the only kid in your class who got an “A” on a really hard
math test.
o Totally out of the blue, your parents bought you an amazing phone. Your friends are in
awe.
o Someone you don’t like needs help picking up something he spilled at lunch. You can
tell he’s embarrassed.
o You just got a new laptop and now your little brother wants to borrow it.
o It’s your birthday but no one seems to want to do anything special for you.
o You look at yourself in the mirror and really like your new outfit.
o You’re wondering why no one ever picks you to be on his or her team.
o The only seat left is next to a kid who always smells like old cheese.
What You Say:
“Jesus showed us an example of service when He washed His disciples’ feet. He served them even
though HE was the one who deserved THEIR service. None of us is more important than Jesus, right?
So, we should serve others like He did. One way to do that is to treat others like they’re more important
than you. Following Jesus’ example of serving others is one way we grow to be more like Him.”

2. Bible Story Extension
What You Need: Bibles, paper, pens
What You Do:
 Give students a Bible, a piece of paper, and a pen.
 Ask them to work individually to list 10 key words they feel were important to the story of Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet. The words can be the name of a person who was part of the story,
an object, place, or feeling. They can look up the story in John 13:1-17 if they need ideas or to
review the details.
 When finished, ask everyone to come together and bring his or her list.
 Explain the following directions then challenge the group to work together to retell the story:
o Tell the story one sentence at a time.
o Each person must take at least two turns.
o The sentence must include one word from his or her list.
o If someone else uses a word that is on his or her list, they must cross it off and can’t
reuse it.
 Go around the circle as many times as needed to complete the story.
 Discuss the Bible story.
o Why did Jesus washing the disciples’ feet take them by surprise?
o Do you think it would have been hard for the disciples to let Jesus wash their feet? Why?
o In what ways was Jesus being an example to the disciples?
o What are some jobs we might think are beneath us or that we expect others to do
instead of us? Why do we think like that?
o Foot washing isn’t something we do today when we have guests for dinner, but if Jesus
was here now, what might you see Him doing to serve others?
3. Discussion Questions






Why should you serve others?
Through Jesus, God has done more for us than we could ever do for him. Name some things
God has done for you.
What would you tell someone who asked, “What does it mean to serve God?”
Finish this sentence, “I want to serve others because __________.”
Who are some people who are great examples of serving others the way Jesus did? What did
they do?

4. Verses to Take with You
What You Need: Bible, note cards, pens
What You Do:
 Give each person a note card and pen.
 Ask everyone to write a sentence that shares one thing they learned about serving others from
today’s lesson.
 Tell them to use at least five words and to not let anyone see what they are writing.
 Ask them to draw a quick picture on the back of their note cards to illustrate their sentences.
 Invite the students to take turns reading what they wrote but to do so by reading their sentence
beginning with the last word and ending with the first, while holding up the picture for the others
to see.






Challenge the others to listen carefully then try to decipher the forward version of the sentence.
If needed, the reader can repeat his sentence.
Point out that reading a sentence from the end to the beginning is not only difficult to do, it’s
completely out of the ordinary. Often, Jesus did things that were out of the ordinary. For
example—when He washed the disciple’s feet! No one was expecting Him to do that.
Read (or ask a student to read) Mark 9:35 to the group.
Ask:
o What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be
the very last?”
o How can we be the “servant of everyone”?
o Sometimes we think that being a servant isn’t cool. Why is that?
o What are some reasons that a follower of Jesus should feel that serving others is one of
the coolest things he or she can do?
o What’s one way you could follow Jesus’ example and serve someone in the next 15
minutes? What about in the next two hours? How about before you go to bed tonight?

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
 Remind students that in order to put others first we may need to take a backseat or let another
person have his or her way instead of us. This is one of the ways we follow the example Jesus
gave us of serving others.
 Instruct everyone to stand in a circle then turn to the left so they are facing the back of the
person in front of them.
 Ask each person to pray a short prayer (silently or aloud) for the person in front of them, asking
God to give that person opportunities to serve someone this week.
 Invite everyone to turn and face the opposite direction then pray the same prayer for the person
they are now facing.
What You Say:
“Dear God, help us to serve others this week without complaining or expecting something in return. You
have shown us what it’s like to put others first. You even sent Jesus to take our place on the cross and
die for our sins before we were ever born. Show us how to follow His example and serve our family,
friends, and those we meet this week. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
BEFORE DISMISSAL: AT “COMMUNION CALL”
HAND OUT “GOD TIME” CARDS TO EACH STUDENT BEFORE DISMISSING AND ALLOW THEM
TIME TO BEGIN WORKING ON THE WEEKLY ACTIVITY
IF STUDENTS BRING THEM BACK THE FOLLOWING WEEK, THEY RECEIVE $3 IN ALLEY CASH!

