
Alley Rundown – January 11-12, 2020 
 

Bible Story: Take Me to the River (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42, John 3:22-36 
Bottom Line: If you want to know God, start with Jesus. 
Key Question: How can knowing who Jesus is change your life? 
Memory Verse: “For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding." 
(Proverbs 2:6 NIV) 

 
Supplies Needed: Mini Airheads Candy (1 bag per Campus), and Handcuffs (1 per Campus) 
 
“Hey, everyone! Great to see you all. The new year is already off to a great start! Last week, we began the 
New Year with an epic Winterpalooza! I hope you all got to attend last week, and that you had tons of fun. 
Well, today we begin a new series, where you get to be part of a Game Show experience all month! This is . . . 
THE BIG QUIZ!” 
 
CG: Theme Slide 
 

So, I’ve been wondering: what would happen if you just went out to the mall or to your cafeteria and started 
asking random people about what they think God is like? What kind of answers do you think you would get? 
I’m sure there would be quite a variety!” 
 
      Pull out Mini Airheads candies. 
 
“Maybe some people would say God was . . . like a vending machine. You go to Him when you need 
something, punch in the right code—or say the right prayer—and BOOM! Out comes what you want!” 
 

Throw candies out to your group. 
 
“Others might say . . . God is like (acting out an old man) a sweet old grandpa. He’s been around for a long 
time, doesn’t always know what’s happening in your life, but you should go visit Him every once in a while, and 
tell Him what you’re up to. He’s just happy for the company.” 
 

Take out handcuffs. 
 
“But then you might have some people who say God is something like a cosmic police officer. He’s just waiting 
in the shadows for you to mess up, and BAM! He’s gotcha. It’s only just a matter of time before He finds you 
and makes you pay for your crimes.” 
 
“And that is really just the start. I’m sure you could get a whole bunch of different answers the more people you 
asked. So if lots of people have lots of different answers to that question, how do we know who’s right? How do 
we REALLY know what God is like? Or maybe the question is more like CAN we really know what God is like? 
Wow! That’s a big question. And when it comes to big questions like this, the best place to look first is the 
Bible. The Bible was written by all sorts of people who experienced God first hand. They have the best 
perspective when it comes to answering big questions like this.” 
 
“To answer our question for today, let’s head to this week’s episode. Watch this!” 
 
CG: Lesson Video (Runtime: 14:00) 

 
“We started today by asking how we know what God is like. There are certainly a lot of different ideas of what 
God is like, some right and some, well . . . not so right! But what I hope you saw today is that the starting place 
for knowing what God is like is . . . anyone think they know it? Great job! Yes, Jesus! Think about it. John came 
along and, as the angel said even before his birth, prepared the way for Jesus and pointed everyone to Him. 
John said, ‘I am not the one—HE is the one.’ John was not upset that his disciples started following Jesus 
because there is no one better for them to follow! John knew the truth about Jesus.” 



 
“And at His baptism, even the Father Himself said, ‘This is my Son.’ Later on, Jesus would tell His own 
disciples that He and the Father are one. So if you want to know what God the Father is like, you can just look 
at Jesus. Even later still, a follower of Jesus would write that Jesus is a mirror image of God . . . He perfectly 
reflects what God is like.” 
 
“In other words, we don’t have to guess what God is like! Vending machine? Grandpa? Cosmic police officer? 
No, Jesus is our starting point. Ever wonder if God is kind? Let me ask you . . . is Jesus kind? Ever wonder if 
God is merciful? Let me ask you . . . is Jesus merciful? Ever wonder if God is bothered by injustice? Is Jesus 
bothered by injustice? Jesus is our starting point for knowing what God is like!” 
 
“Today as you go to groups, I want you to think about this question:” 
 
CG: Key Question Slide 
 
“How can knowing who Jesus is change your life? Think about John and how he didn’t fight for his status 
or cling to his followers, but he knew what was most important. Think about how Jesus shows us more about 
who God is. There is a ton we can learn about God from what we know about Jesus—like just how much God 
loved us enough to send Jesus to save us. You’ll talk more about this in Small Group, but before we head 
there, let’s pray, take up our offering, and spend some time in worship.”  
 

Lead group in a prayer related to what they just heard. After 
prayer, lead offering and Worship Experience, then dismiss kids to 
Small Group. 

 
CG: Offering Video (Runtime: 2:00) 
 
CG: Worship Experience Video (Runtime: 5:00) 
 
NOTE: Students will stand, sing, follow along with, the song “Move” by Gateway Kids 


