
Alley SG - January 11-12, 2020 
 

Bible Story: Take Me to the River (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42, John 3:22-36 
Bottom Line: If you want to know God, start with Jesus. 
Key Question: How can knowing who Jesus is change your life? 
Memory Verse: “For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding." 
(Proverbs 2:6 NIV) 

 
1. Get Your Head in the Game 
 
What You Need: A ball to pass around the circle (1 per group) 
 
What You Do: 

 Gather kids in a circle. 

 Explain kids will pay a game similar to Hot Potato.  

 To play: 
o Give a ball to a kid. 
o Say a category. For example: candy bars, ice cream flavors, singers/bands, movies, games you 

play with a ball, etc. 
o When you say go, set a time of your choosing and let kids pass the ball around the circle.  
o Before passing the ball to the next person, they have to name something in the assigned 

category.  
o Whoever is holding the ball when the alarm rings is out.  
o Be sure to vary the amount of time you set for each round. 
o Play until one kid is left and declare him or her the winner. 
o Allow kids who are out of the game the opportunity to provide category topics.   

 
What You Say: 
“You had to think fast to play this game, and it certainly was easier to play when you knew a lot about the topic 
you were given. It’s the same with Jesus! The more we know about Him, the more we can share with others!” 
 
2. Take a Snapshot  
 
What You Need: Large Cardstock (1 per group, per service), Markers, Pens, Index Cards (4 per student) 
 
What You Do: 

 Lay out a poster board on the floor or hard surface and set out several markers. 

 Gather kids around the poster board. 

 Ask: What are some things Jesus did?  
o Encourage kids to think of the stories they’ve read in the Bible about Jesus or stories they have 

heard at church. 
o Tell kids to write their answers on the poster board. 
o Examples could include: died on a cross, healed people, was baptized, obeyed God, preached 

the Good News, taught people, calmed the storms, walked on water, loved people, forgave 
Peter, ate with sinners, washed disciples’ feet, etc.  

Note: This activity provides a way for you to evaluate what the kids in your group know about Jesus and 
His life. 

 Discuss: What do the things Jesus did tell us about who He is? What was important to Him? 

 Ask: What words would describe Jesus? Jesus is… 

 Tell kids to write their answers on an index card, one answer per card.  

 Encourage kids to explain their answers.  
 
 
 
 



3. Bible Story Extension  
 
What You Need: White Floor Tape, Colored Cardstock (2 sets of different color), Bean Bag (1 per group), 
Bibles, Index Cards from Activity 2  
 
What You Do: 

 Divide the group into two teams. 

 Create a three-foot by three-foot grid on the floor using white floor tape.  

 Tell kids they are going to review the Bible story by playing Tic-Tac-Toe.  

 To play:   
o Assign each team a color and give them paper matching the color you assigned them. The 

colored paper is the team’s “markers.”  
o Teams take turns tossing a beanbag into one of the squares on the grid.  
o Once the bag lands in the square, the team must answer a review question correctly before they 

can place their “marker” the square.  
o The first team to get three “markers” in a row wins.  

 For Round 1, the team gives a fact about John the Baptist. 

 For Round 2, do the following:  
o Lay out all the index cards describing Jesus. 
o Read a scenario below. Note: You can use a scenario more than once. Just direct kids to pick 

a different index card to complete the sentence.  
o After a team throws the beanbag, direct them to select an index card to complete the sentence 

and then answer the question before putting a “marker” in a square. 
 When dealing with an annoying kid in class, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in 

with one of the index cards]? 
 When your soccer team wins the championship game, how does it help you knowing 

Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]? 
 When you are afraid, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index 

cards]? 
 When you have to finish something you don’t want to do, how does it help you knowing 

Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]? 
 When someone is being mean to you, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with 

one of the index cards]? 
 When your friend is sad, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the 

index cards]? 
 When your feelings are hurt, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the 

index cards]? 

 
4. Discussion Questions  
 
Ask: 

 What do you know about Jesus? 

 How has knowing who Jesus is changed your life?  

 How does knowing Jesus change how you treat people? 

 How does knowing Jesus show you how much God loves you? 
 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

 Gather kids in a circle. 

 Ask: What is one new thing you learned today? 

 Close in prayer. 
 



What You Say: 
“God, we know You are greater than we can ever imagine, and we know You want us to know You. When we 
learn about Jesus, we learn about Your love, Your compassion, and Your forgiveness. We thank You for 
sending Jesus to earth to show us who You are. We thank You for loving us so much that You gave us a way 
to be with You now and forever. Amen!” 
 

BEFORE DISMISSAL: AT “COMMUNION CALL” 
HAND OUT “GOD TIME” CARDS TO EACH STUDENT BEFORE DISMISSING AND ALLOW THEM TIME TO BEGIN 

WORKING ON THE WEEKLY ACTIVITY 
 

IF STUDENTS BRING THEM BACK THE FOLLOWING WEEK, THEY RECEIVE $3 IN ALLEY CASH! 


