
Alley SG-February 29th-March 1st, 2020 
 

Bible Story: Mercy Mercy Me (Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 
Key Question: Why does forgiveness matter? 
Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you. 
Memory Verse: Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13 NIV) 

 
1. Take a Snapshot  
 
What You Need: Two sets of Foam Hearts (per group), “Statement Cards” (1 set per group), two containers 
labeled “Forgiveness is…” and “Forgiveness is not…” (per group), white floor tape 
 
What You Do: 

 Set two containers against a wall.  
o One container should be labeled, “Forgiveness is . . .” and the other container labeled, 

“Forgiveness is not . . .” 

 Create a line using floor tape a fair distance away from the containers. 

 Divide the group into two teams and gather teams behind the tape line.  

 Give each team a set of foam hearts.  

 Encourage teams to work together to decide if the statement read (from the “Statement Card” sheet) 
aloud belongs in the “Forgiveness is . . .” container or the “Forgiveness is not . . .” container. 

 Challenge teams to stand on the line and throw their foam hearts into the appropriate containers. If 
teams miss, they can retrieve the foam heart and try again. 

 Once all the foam hearts are in the containers, remove them from each container. 

 Potential discussion topics are: 
o Encourage teams to debate why they put the statements they did in the container. 
o Ask: Are there other statements you would add for what “forgiveness is . . .” or what 

“forgiveness is not . . .”? 
o Review the statements together.  
o Ask: Why do you think forgiveness is important? What can be the consequence of holding a 

grudge and looking for ways to get even? Let’s say someone says mean or unkind things to 
you. What does it look like to forgive them? (This is an opportunity to talk about forgiveness 
means letting go of the need to get even. And sometimes forgiveness does result in mended 
friendships. However, forgiveness doesn’t mean you have to continue to hang around people 
who treat you unkindly or be friends with people who treat you poorly; forgiveness does mean 
you treat people kindly even if you think they don’t deserve kindness.) 

 
2. Bible Story Extension  
 
What You Need: Deck of Cards (1 per group), “Picture Cards” (1 set per group), Plastic Spoons (10 per group) 
 
What You Do: 

 Explain kids will play a game called Spoons. To play: 
o Gather kids in a circle and place the spoons in the center of the circle; there should be one 

fewer spoon than number of kids playing. 
o Deal four cards to each kid. 
o Kids simultaneously pass one card from their hands to the kid on their left, and they pick up a 

card passed to them from the kid on the right. This continues until someone has collected four 
of a kind. Kids should never have more than four cards in their hands. 

o When a player has four of a kind, he or she say nothing but quietly grabs a spoon. Once a 
player takes a spoon, all the other players must do the same, even if they don’t have four of a 
kind. 

o The player without a spoon selects one of the “Picture Cards” and explains how the picture 
relates to the story. 



o To review as many pictures as possible, keep the pace of the game fast. Depending on the 
time, play two to four rounds and then discuss the remaining pictures as a group. 

o If you have a large group (>10 kids) divide the group in half and play two games 
simultaneously. 

 Post-game discussion could include: 
o Collect one of each picture and ask the group to put the cards in order of the story. Be sure to 

use an example of all the cards even if the cards weren’t used in the game. 
o Ask: Why do you think Jesus told Peter we should forgive 77 times? (This is an opportunity to 

talk about the fact we don’t keep track of how many times we forgive someone but that Jesus 
wants us to keep forgiving even if it is a lot.) 

o Compare the debt the king forgave to the debt the servant refused to forgive. What was the 
difference? Why do you think Jesus told the story this way? (If necessary, prompt kids to think 
about how much God forgives us and guide the conversation to discuss the fact the king 
forgave a great debt just like God forgives us greatly.) 
 

3. Discussion Questions  
 

 Do you think forgiveness is a strength or a weakness? Why? 

 Why does forgiveness matter? 

 How do you know if you have forgiven someone? What does it look like to forgive someone? (This is an 
opportunity to review what forgiveness is and what it is not from the Take a Snapshot Activity) 

 How can it help you show forgiveness if you know and think about how everyone is made in the image 
of God? 

 Is forgiveness about fairness? What if you don’t think someone deserves to be forgiven? (Encourage 
kids to explain their answers.) 
 

4. Make it Personal with Prayer 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

 Gather kids in a circle. 

 Ask kids to take a deep breath and let it go. 

 Explain sometimes it is hard to forgive others, and it can take time before you are able to let go of what 
you are holding against someone. When it is hard to forgive, you can ask Jesus for help. 

 Encourage kids to close their eyes. 

 Tell them to focus on their breathing, taking a deep breath in and letting it go. 

 After a couple rounds of breath, encourage them as they breathe in to silently say in their head, 
“Jesus.” 

 After a couple rounds of breath, encourage them as they exhale to silently say in their head, “Help me 
to forgive.” After a couple rounds of breath, close in prayer. 

 
What You Say: 
“Jesus, You are there for us! When we think we just can’t forgive or we just aren’t ready to forgive, You have 
our backs. Help us to remember to come to You when we struggle. Help us to remember the power of Your 
name, Jesus, and to ask You for guidance and for help to forgive others. Amen.” 
 
EXTRA TIME?: Play another round of Spoons as time allows. 
 

BEFORE DISMISSAL: AT “COMMUNION CALL” 
HAND OUT “GOD TIME” CARDS TO EACH STUDENT BEFORE DISMISSING AND ALLOW THEM TIME TO BEGIN 

WORKING ON THE WEEKLY ACTIVITY 
 

IF STUDENTS BRING THEM BACK THE FOLLOWING WEEK, THEY RECEIVE $3 IN ALLEY CASH! 


