
City LG-February 29th-March 1st, 2020 

 
Bible Story: Mercy Mercy Me (The Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you. 
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against 
someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV) 

 
CG: Countdown Video 
 
WORSHIP: “Higher than the Sky” and “Won’t Let Go” 
 
Worship Leader prays... 
 
CG: Theme Slide 
 
“Hi, everyone! I’m excited to start a new topic with you today with a story that Jesus once told. Our topic is 
forgiveness. Here’s what we are saying forgiveness is…(read the slide) 
 
CG: Forgiveness Slide 
 
“When Jesus was living here on earth, He traveled around with several of His friends, teaching people. One of 
Jesus’ friends was named Peter. One day, Peter came to Jesus with a question: 
 

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:21 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times? 
 
“Now, you should know that when Peter asked Jesus this question, he probably thought he already had a 
really great answer. Peter knew that he was supposed to forgive others when they had wronged him. I bet 
Peter thought that forgiving someone seven times would make him the nicest guy around. I mean, you’d have 
to be a pretty amazing guy to forgive the same person seven times, right? 
 
“Well, Peter was in for a HUGE surprise! Listen to what Jesus told him. 
 

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:22 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times.’” 
 
“Wait—what? Did Jesus just say what I think He said? He totally did! Jesus said we should forgive someone 77 
times! If you’re as confused as Peter probably was when he heard this answer, don’t worry. Jesus told a 
parable—or a story—to explain what He meant. That’s what our video is all about today. Let’s take a look!” 
 
CG: Lesson Video (Runtime: 5:00) 
 
“Jesus often used stories like this one to help people understand God. He told this story, and then He said: 

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:35 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“This is how my Father in heaven will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.” 
 
“God puts no limit on how much He will forgive. And neither should we! We should forgive others because of 
the way God forgives us. 
 
“Here’s what we need to remember: 
 



CG: Bottom Line Slide 
 
[Bottom Line] “Forgive others because God forgives you.” 
 
“When you think about all the things God has forgiven you for, it can make it easier to forgive others. Forgiving 
someone who hurt you can be really hard, but God can help you! Let’s pray and ask Him to help us right now.” 
 
Pray: “Dear God, thank You for always loving us and always forgiving us. You loved us enough to send Jesus 
to die on the cross and pay the price for our sins! Thank You for making a way so that we could experience 
Your forgiveness for ourselves. Help us to follow Your example and forgive others . . . even when it’s hard. We 
love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
“Our memory verse for this month is Colossians 3:13. Let’s take a look. 
 
CG: Memory Verse Slide 
 
“Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as 
the Lord forgave you, Colossians 3:13 (NIrV). 
 
“We can forgive because we know what it’s like to be forgiven! In Small Group now we’ll talk more about that 
with our friends; but before we head there, let’s worship God with our offering!” 
 
Offering Time: 
 
“Offering time is a chance for us to bring our money to God, so he can use it to make somebody else’s life 
better. For us, here in the City, we give our offering to an organization called ‘Missions of Hope’ to help kids in 
Kenya have food, clothes, and learn about God’s love for them.” 
 
Here at (your Campus name), we bring our offering to help support: 
 
Homer Glen: Victor 
New Lenox: Daniel 
Orland Park: Michael and Valerie 
 
CG: Picture of Child 

 
“(Your Campus Child) lives in Nairobi, Kenya. Here’s a picture of where he goes to school!” 
 
CG: MOHI JPEG 
 
If you brought your offering today, you can bring it up now and place it here in our offering container while our 
Offering Video plays! (show offering container).” 
 
CG: Offering Video (Runtime: 2:00) 

 
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 


