
City SG-February 29th-March 1st, 2020  
 

Bible Story: Mercy Mercy Me (The Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you. 
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against 
someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV) 

 
1. Add ’Em Up 
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 

What You Do: 

 Encourage kids to select a partner. 

 Partners will stand, facing each other, with their hands behind their backs.  

 Say, “On your marks, get set, SHOW!”  
o On “SHOW!” each kid must hold up one to five fingers on one hand.  
o The other hand must remain behind their back. 

 Pairs will add up the two hands (one from each player). If the total for both is seven, that pair is out and 
must sit down. 

o For example: If one child holds up three fingers and his partner holds up four fingers for a total 
of seven, the pair is out. 

 Repeat with remaining pairs, calling out, “Ready, Set, SHOW” for each round, as time and interest 
allow. 

 
What You Say: 
“What number were you trying to avoid? (Pause for responses.) Yes! The number seven. [Transition] In our 
Bible story today we found out why SEVEN is the wrong answer.” 
 
2. Forgive or Not Forgive? 
 

What You Need: “Forgive” and “Not Forgive” Signs (1 set per group) 
 

What You Do: 

 Set the “Forgive” and “Not Forgive” signs a few feet apart from each other, somewhere in your Small 
Group area. 

 Gather the kids to stand between the two signs.  

 Point them out and let the kids read them aloud. 

 Read the review questions and forgiveness scenarios below.  
o Kids will decide if the statement indicates a choice to “forgive” or “not forgive,” and they’ll move 

to the corresponding sign. 

 Make sure the kids return to the center before you ask the next question or scenario. 

 Ask the following questions to review today’s Bible story: 
o When the servant came before the king, owing a large sum of money, what did the king do? Did 

he choose to forgive or not forgive the debt? (Yes, instead of throwing him into jail or insisting 
that he repay him, the king chose to forgive the debt completely.) 

o When the now-forgiven servant saw the man who owed him a small amount, what did he do? 
(He did NOT forgive. He refused to cancel the other man’s much smaller debt.) 

Scenarios: 
o Your little brother takes something without permission and loses it. You scream and yell and tell 

him he can’t ever come in your room again. (Not forgive) 
o A friend tells you she’ll play with you at recess but ignores you the whole time. Later, she 

remembers her promise and apologizes for not playing with you. You accept her apology. 
(Forgive) 

o A kid on the playground makes fun of your name. You make fun of his, too. (Not forgive) 
o Your teacher misspells your name on the school program and apologizes when he realizes his 

mistake. You say, “No problem!” (Forgive) 



 
What You Say: 
“The reason today’s Bible story seems so unfair is that the servant wasn’t willing to do something that had 
been done for him. He refused to forgive the debt he was owed even after his own much larger debt had been 
forgiven. Why do you think he refused to forgive? What do you think you might have done in this situation if 
you were that forgiven servant? (Allow a few moments for discussion.) 
 
“God is like the king in this story Jesus told. He will always forgive you, no matter what. Forgiveness isn’t easy. 
But we CAN choose to forgive when we remember that we’ve been forgiven first. Let’s choose to [Bottom 
Line] forgive others because God forgives you.”  
 
3. Create a Crown   
 

What You Need: Paper crown (1 per child), markers, jewel stickers or sticky jewels, tape (1 per group) 
 
What You Do:  

 Set out the crowns and the decorating supplies. 

 Let kids decorate their crowns, and remind them to write their names on their crowns.  

 While the kids are decorating, use the paragraphs below to lead them in a conversation about what it 
means to forgive someone else.  

 When the kids are finished decorating, you can help tape the crown to fit their head.  
 
What You Say: 
“When someone does something wrong to us, or something we don’t like, what do we usually want to do? (Get 
back at them; do the same thing back; be mad; not be nice to them) But that’s not what God wants us to do, is 
it? What does God want us to do instead? (Forgive; not do something mean in return)  
 
“Just like the king forgave the servant, we can forgive others. When you take your crown home, put it 
somewhere you will see it every day. Let it be a reminder of how the king forgave the servant, God forgives us, 
and we can forgive each other. Remember, [Bottom Line] Forgive others because God forgives you. 
 
4. You Break It, I’ll Fix It 
 
What You Need: Jenga® blocks (1 set per group) 
 
What You Do: 

 Set up the Jenga blocks for the kids to play the game, or encourage them to just stack the blocks to 
build the highest tower they can. 

 When the tower or Jenga game topples, encourage everyone in the group—EXCEPT for the person 
who caused the tower to fall—to clean it up and restack the blocks. 

 Repeat for another round if time allows. 
 
What You Say: 
“Usually in life, when someone breaks something, we say, ‘You break it, you fix it.’ But that’s not how God 
treats us. Because God is perfect and we’re not, He made a way for us to have a relationship with Him forever. 
It’s like God said, ‘This is broken, but I’ll fix it! I’ll send Jesus, my only Son, to fix this broken relationship so that 
you can be forgiven.’ Forgiveness is the way God chose to fix it! And the same is true for us. Forgiveness fixes 
it. 
 
“How does knowing you’ve been forgiven help you forgive others? This week, if you’re tempted to stay angry or 
you find yourself refusing to forgive, remember rebuilding this tower for someone else. Think about how God 
fixed our broken relationship with Him by choosing to forgive. You can [Bottom Line] forgive others because 
God forgives you.” 
 



[Make It Personal] (Tell your few about a time when someone forgave you. How did it make you feel to 
know you’d been forgiven? How does knowing God forgives you—no matter what—help you to forgive 
the people around you?) 
 

5. Pray and Dismiss 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

 Lead kids in prayer using the conversation guide below. 
 
What You Say: 
“Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive someone. Seven times? Maybe you feel like you had to 
forgive your brother 777 times just in the last week. But we shouldn’t keep score. The point Jesus was trying to 
make is that it’s not about a certain number; it’s about doing what you can to fix it. And it’s easier to fix it when 
we remember we can [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you. Let’s pray and ask God to 
help us do that this week. 
 
“God, You are awesome! Thank You for choosing to forgive us and to fix what’s broken because You love us. 
This week, when we have the chance to forgive but we want to stay mad, help us remember that we’ve been 
forgiven. Help us choose to forgive. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 

BEFORE DISMISSAL:  AT “COMMUNION CALL” 
 

HAND OUT “GOD TIME” CARDS TO EACH CHILD AND ALLOW THEM TIME TO BEGIN 
WORKING ON THE WEEKLY ACTIVITY 

IF CHILDREN BRING THEM BACK THE FOLLOWING WEEK, THEY RECEIVE A PRIZE! 


