
 

 

Alley SG—March 6-8, 2021 

 

1. Just for Fun 

 

What You Need: paper (1 per student), pens 
 
What You Do:  

● Give kids paper and pens. 
● Say one of the words below, in which the letters have been rearranged. 
● Then spell it out with the letters still scrambled. 
● Tell kids to write down the letters and then race to be the first to unscramble the letters 

with the word spelled correctly and call out the correct answer.  
● After each word, let kids share whether it’s something they like or dislike.  
● Use words from the following list or others you think of. 

o ZIPZA (pizza) 
o SCROLESEA (casserole) 
o KOCOSIE (cookies) 
o CEAK (cake)  
o TOP TARSO (pot roast) 
o TATPOO (potato)  
o GHOTUUND (doughnut) 
o ORBSWINE (brownies) 
o SABEN (beans) 
o COBCROIL (broccoli) 

● If time allows, let the kids create other mixed-up foods to try and stump the group. 
 

2. Opening Activity 

 

What You Need: phone timer (if you have one) (if not, just count in your head) 
 
What You Do: 

● Assign (or let kids come up with their own) baby sounds to each kid.  
o For example, coo, cry, burp, mama, dada, or goo-goo.  

● Tell kids to make their sound at a precise moment, such as “in 10 seconds.”  
● Set a stopwatch (but don’t let kids see its progress) to see who speaks at “just the right 

time.”  
● Repeat with varying times. 

 
What You Say: 
“Such great baby sounds! AND really great timing, too! [Transition] If you had been around 
when today’s story took place, you might have heard some of those sounds.” 

 
3. Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: “Cookie Chart” Activity Page (1 per student), pens, marker set, hand sanitizer 
 
What You Do: 

● Give each kid a pen, a marker set and a “Cookie Chart” Activity Page. 
● Ask them to pull out the brown marker from their set.  



 

 

● Instruct kids to add (or draw) chocolate chips on each cookie using the chart at the 
bottom of the activity page to indicate how easy or hard it would be for them to wait in 
each situation described on the cookies.  

● Use the blank cookies for kids to add personal examples of situations when it is hard for 
them to be patient. 

● Ask them to give some reasons why it’s harder to be patient with certain people or 
situations than with others.  

o How does it help you to be aware of the things that trigger your impatience? 
o What helps you most when you begin to lose patience? 

 
4. Bible Story Extension 

 
What You Need: Bible, paper plates (1 per student), markers 
 
What You Do: 

● Provide each kid with a paper plate and a marker. 
● Ask kids to draw the face of Simeon on one side of a paper plate that shows his 

expression as he waited for the Messiah to come.  
● On the other side of the plate, tell them to draw Simeon’s expression when he saw Jesus 

for the first time.  
● Challenge kids to hold their paper plates at arm’s length straight in front of them as you 

read Luke 2:25-35 to them.  
o When they hear something in the story that is evidence that God was with 

Simeon as he waited for the Savior tell them to wave their plate but not lower 
their arms.  

● Tell kids they can lower their arms when they hear you say, “THE END” as you finish 
reading the passage. 

● Ask: 
o When your arms started to get tired and you wanted to put your plate down, what 

helped you hang in there?  
o In a frustrating situation, how can you tell when you’re about to lose your 

patience? 
o What can you do to avoid losing your cool when it’s not easy to be patient or 

when waiting feels like forever? 
o If Simeon could share his “recipe” for patience, what might the ingredients be?  

● Steer the discussion of the question above away from actual food items. Turn kids’ ideas 
toward “ingredients” such as trusting the promises God has made, focusing on what they 
know to be true about God’s character, remembering ways He has helped them or 
others in the past, reading verses and stories in the Bible of those who, like Simeon, 
waited patiently trusting God’s plan and timing. 

 

5. Discussion Questions 
 
Ask: 

● What is a patient person like? Describe. 
● Why is a patient person more fun to hang around with than someone who is impatient? 
● What steps can you take to become a more patient kid?  
● When you mess up by losing your patience, is it always your fault? Why or why not? 
● There’s no rewind button on life, but what can you do to make things right or even just 

better if you lose your patience? 



 

 

6. Make it Personal with Prayer 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

● Sit in a circle. 
● Prompt kids to pray responsive prayers by finishing the following prayer starters silently 

or out loud. 
● Challenge kids to use the word PATIENT or PATIENCE at least once in their prayers. 

o God, today I learned that . . .  

o God, please help me remember . . .  

o God, please forgive me for . . .  

o God, please help me know that you’re with me this week when I get impatient 
with… 

What You Say: 
“Dear God, we have learned a lot about patience today. Now it’s time to put what we’ve learned 
into practice. Give us the strength to wait the way Simeon did and to know You are always with 
us. We know that patience is fueled by faith, so help us trust You as we wait. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen.” 


