
 

 

Alley Rundown—December 12th, 2021 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Tidings of Comfort and Joy (Gabriel Appears to Mary) • Luke 
1:26-56 
Today’s Bottom Line: Celebrate because God has a plan. 
Today’s Key Question: When has something worked out differently than you                   
expected? 
Monthly Memory Verse: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIV) 
 

CG: Dude Perfect Filler Videos 

 
ICE-BREAKER ACTIVITY: Rock, Paper, Scissors Christmas Edition 
 
“Hey, everyone! So good to see you here today! I am excited to get started and play a fun 
game, and this one is an all play! 
 
SLIDE: Rock Paper Scissors: Christmas Edition 
 
“So, on the screen you see the different levels.” 
 
SLIDE: Rock Paper Scissors Levels  
 
“Level Five on the bottom is the lowest. The goal is to make it up to Level One at the top. All of 
these levels are things that are associated with Christmas songs.” 
 
“Level 5, everybody in the room starts out as a ‘Figgy Pudding’—you know, (singing) ‘So bring 
us some figgy pudding, bring us some figgy pudding.’ You will then find someone to go against. 
Play Rock Paper Scissors.” 
 
“If you win, you move up to Level 4: ‘Boughs of Holly.’ If you lose, you stay at your current level. 
You must then go find a new opponent, but you can only play the same level. If you win, you 
move up a level. If you lose, you stay at the same level.” 
 
“Level 3 is ‘Silver Bells.’” 
“Level 2 is ‘Jingle Bells.’” 
“And finally, Level 1 is ‘O’ Christmas Tree.’” 
 
“The first person to become ‘O Christmas Tree’ has to run up on stage and tell me. When I say 
‘go,’ the game starts, and you play against as many opponents as you can, one at a time, until 
we have a winner. Ready, set, go!” 
 

Provide commentary along the way and call out to 
find those who have reached Level 1. 

 
“(After the game, find all those who have made it to Level 1 and give them some Alley Cash) 
That was so much fun!  



 

 

CG: Winterpalooza SLIDE 
 
“I’m so excited to announce to you all that Winterpalooza is coming back in 2022! What 
does that mean? I’m glad you asked! That means that we’ll have plenty of FUN planned 
for you with: Games, Prizes, Competitions, and a simple Lesson...all centered around the 
theme of Winter! All the FUN takes place on the weekend of January 9th. Invite a friend!” 
 
“Well, hey, everyone! Good to see you all. December is already off to a great start, I’d say! This 
month is all about celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift. To get things started, here’s a question 
for you. Have you ever noticed that we often live by a series of unwritten expectations that we 
think very little about? Almost like unwritten rules. Let me give you an example. If you take the 
time to study hard for a test, you expect . . .” 
 
      Pause for responses. 
 
“Right, to get a good grade. And if you DON’T get a good grade, you’re surprised because you 
EXPECT that studying equals a good grade. Let’s do another. If you try hard in practice, you 
expect . . .” 
 
      Pause for responses. 
 
“To personally play well in the game or as a team win the game. Exactly! So, if you find yourself 
sitting the bench, you would be surprised by that. Same thing if your team lost. Here’s another 
one. If you work hard doing summer jobs, you expect. . .” 
 
      Pause for responses. 
 
“To earn some spending money. Yes. So, if you do all this work, like cutting the grass, weeding 
gardens, or walking neighborhood dogs and then you don’t receive any payment, you might be 
disappointed. Okay, one more. If you are kind to other people, you expect . . .” 
 
      Pause for responses. 
 
“Yes. You expect that they will be kind back to you. For sure. So, if they treat you meanly or say 
unkind things about you, well, that might hurt your feelings.” 
 
“We have expectations for all sorts of things—expectations that may or may not go to plan. Our 
response to Christmas can have a lot to do with expectations as well. We imagine what might 
be under the tree on Christmas morning. We expect our friend to act a certain way when they 
open our gift. It’s great if life, and Christmas, meet our expectations. But what happens when 
things don’t go as we expect them to? Do we give up? Get angry? Pretend like it didn’t matter to 
us in the first place? We can respond all sorts of ways to unmet and changed expectations, but 
at the end of the day, does our response even matter? Those are some difficult questions, ones 
that people have been wrestling with for literally thousands of years.” 
 
“When we have difficult questions, the best place to look for answers is the Bible. After all, the 
people who wrote the books of the Bible had personal experiences with God. On top of that, 
God inspired them to write down those experiences for others to understand more about what 
God wants for their lives. We can learn about our relationship with God from their relationships 
with God. Let’s head to this to week’s Episode now to help us today.” 
 



 

 

CG: Lesson Video (Runtime: 15:00) 
 
“As we said last week, all month long we are going to be in the Gospels of the New Testament. I 
imagine when Mary was a young girl dreaming about how her life would go, she probably didn’t 
imagine this. An angel? A baby? The very Son of God coming into the world through her? How 
could this be? And what would this mean for Mary’s life?” 
 
“Yet for Mary, she was amazed by the fact that God would even want to use her. She had a 
‘why me’ moment. ‘Why me? Who am I that God would use me?’ I’m sure she wondered why 
God would want to use an ordinary girl from a small town to do something so extraordinary. 
Maybe she thought she was too young, too shy, too small, too whatever. And yet, God used her 
in a big way—maybe the biggest way!” 
 
“There are certainly times when we have big expectations about how life should go and maybe 
even about what God should do in our life. And sometimes life takes unexpected turns, for sure. 
But we can still trust and even celebrate that God has a plan! God knows what’s happening for 
you. Think about it. As you respond to what happens in your life, maybe God is up to something 
big and is planning for you play a part!” 
 
“Now there’s another piece to this, too. God also knows what’s happening for the world. What 
God was doing through Mary was also part of the plan for the world. The plan for a Rescuer. 
The plan for a Savior. But this plan would cost Mary—it would cost her own plans. And yet, God 
would use her in a powerful way to play a role in the rescue of the whole world.” 
 
“Sometimes what God wants to do in us and through us can be uncomfortable. Sometimes it 
can be inconvenient. But if God is in it, we can trust and even celebrate that plan!” 
 
“Today, as you go to groups, think about this question:” 
 
SLIDE: Key Question Slide 
 
“When has something worked out differently than you expected? Think about those 
moments and how you responded. Consider the ways God has worked in your life, your family, 
and your friends. How did what was different maybe even turn out better? If you’re not sure how 
you’d answer those questions, that’s ok, too. You’ll talk more about all of this and more during 
Small Group. Before you head out, though, let's pray and thank God for using Mary to be part of 
sending Jesus to rescue the world. Let’s ask God for help in understanding our own 
circumstances. Let’s pray.”  
 

Lead group in a prayer related to what they just 
heard. After prayer, lead offering and dismiss kids 
to Small Group. 

 
OFFERING: 
Here in Parkview Kids, we bring our offering each week to help support (your Campus Child) 
learn more about Jesus just like we do here in Parkview Kids. Here’s a picture of (your Campus 
Child)! If you brought your offering, you can bring it up now as we dismiss to Small Groups. 

 
Orland Park: Michael and Valeri, New Lenox: Daniel, Homer Glen: Victor 


