
 

 

Alley SG—December 12th, 2021 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Tidings of Comfort and Joy (Gabriel Appears to Mary) • Luke 
1:26-56 
Today’s Bottom Line: Celebrate because God has a plan. 
Today’s Key Question: When has something worked out differently than you 
expected? 
Monthly Memory Verse: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIV) 

 

1. Opening Activity 

 

What You Need: “Light Bulb Cards”, Piece of Yarn (1 per group), clips (15 per group) 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide the group into teams of two or three. 

• Give each team some “Light Bulb Cards,” dividing the colors up evenly as best as you 

can. 

• Tell kids to grab two cards and hold one card in each hand. 

• Tell teams to turn their back to you. 

• Create a “String of Lights” by clipping a set of light bulb cards onto a piece of string or 

yarn. 

• Hold up the “String of Lights” and when you say, “Lights on,” teams turn around and race 

to duplicate the pattern on your string of lights.  

• The challenge is that kids cannot swap cards, so they may get very tangled up trying to 

hold their lights in order.  

What You Say: 
“Do you put up Christmas lights for Christmas? They can be a tangled mess and trying to get 
them on the tree doesn’t always go quite as expected.” 

 
2. Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: Ornaments (20 Small), gift bags (4 per group) 
 
What You Do: 

• Pair kids up and guide kids to stand about 10 feet away from their teammates. 

• For each pair, give one kid five ornaments and give the other kid a Christmas gift bag. 

Instruct kids to hold the gift bag behind their backs. 

• Ask pairs to predict how many ornaments they can toss into their gift bags. Tell teams to 

share their plan with the rest of the group. 

• Tell teams to begin tossing their ornaments into the gift bags.  



 

 

• To make it a competition, if teams successfully predict the number they catch, they get a 

point for every ornament they caught.  

• The team with the most points wins. 

• Play several rounds, with teammates switching roles each round. 

• Depending on the skill of your group, increase or decrease the distance required to toss 

the ornaments.  

• Potential wrap-up questions: 

o There were some rounds you thought would turn out different than they did. Can 

you think of a time that something worked out differently than you expected?  

▪ [Make it Personal] (Share about a time when something worked out 

differently than you expected.) 

o How do you respond when things don’t go your way?  

3. Verses to Take with You 

 
What You Need: “Celebration Cards” and “Celebration Action Cards” (2 sets per Group), 
Bibles, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide the group into two teams. 

• Gather teams together at one end of the environment. 

• Shuffle together a set of cards for each team and lay the cards face down in a 4x3 grid, 
one grid across from each team.  

• Guide the teams to race to collect the four verse cards. 

• Kids will take turns racing to the grid and selecting a card. If the card has a celebration 
graphic on it, they return to their team with the card.  

• However, if the card doesn’t have any art/graphics on it, they read the card, replace it 
face down on the grid and complete the action on the card.  

• The first team to collect the six verse cards and put them in the correct order (John 
3:16), wins.  

• After a winner is declared, gather the group together. 

• Ask:  
o What does John 3:16 tell us about God’s plan?  
o Why would it be good to memorize John 3:16? How can this verse help you to 

remember to celebrate God’s plan? 

• To dig deeper, consider looking up the following verses and asking: 
o Ephesians 1:4: What does this verse say about God’s plan?  
o Matthew 1:23: Matthew is quoting something the prophet Isaiah wrote over 700 

years before Jesus was born. (Refer to Isaiah 7:14) Why is the fact Jesus was 
called “Immanuel” something to celebrate?  

o Isaiah 55:10-11: What does God tell us about the power of His Words? How 
does this verse help us to trust God and His plan no matter what?  

o Which verse resonates with you? Challenge kids to select one of these verses to 
memorize. 

 



 

 

4. Bible Story Extension 

 
What You Need: “Mary’s Song” Activity Page (1 per kid), markers, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Review the story by saying, “An angel showed up in Nazareth . . .” and then encourage 

the group to fill in the details.  

• Prompt kids by asking, “What next?” (Allowing kids to retell the story in their own words 

will give you an idea what “stuck” from Large Group and provide an opportunity to fill in 

details by asking guiding questions.) 

• Remind kids that Luke recorded a song that Mary sang during her visit with Elizabeth 

(Luke 1:46-55).  

• Give each kid a “Mary’s Song” Activity Page. 

• Read the song aloud. 

• Ask:  

o Why is Mary singing a song to God? 

o Do you think this song is a celebration song? Why or why not?  

o What does Mary say about God in her song? Tell kids to underline what Mary 

says about God in her song. Allow kids to share what they underlined. 

o Mary’s song ends with “He has done it just as he promised to our people of long 

ago.” What was part of God’s plan from long ago that He promised?  

• Give kids a few minutes to write (on the back of the Activity Page) a song or poem 

celebrating God who He is and for what He has done. 

• Give kids the opportunity to share or perform their songs/poems. 


