
 

 

City SG—December 12th, 2021 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Tidings of Comfort and Joy (Gabriel Appears to Mary) • Luke 1:26-56 
Today’s Bottom Line: Celebrate because God has a plan. 
Monthly Memory Verse: God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who 
believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIrV) 
 

1. Tic-Tac-GLOW! 
 
What You Need: Floor tape, and glow sticks in two different colors (10 of each color per group) 
 
What You Do:  

• Tape two large tic-tac-toe grids on the floor. 

• Turn off the lights (if possible). 

• Invite the kids to take turns challenging one another to a game of “Tic-tac-glow” with one color glow 
stick as the O’s and one color as the X’s. 

• Switch kids at the different boards to make sure everyone has at least one turn. 
 

2. Scrunch 

 

What You Need: Bible and bright flashlight (1 per Group) 
What You Do: 

• Direct the kids to form a line in front of you. 

• Turn out the lights (if possible and turn on your flashlight.)  

• Explain that you will point the flashlight at the feet of one of the kids then ask them to answer a question 
about the Bible story. 

o Share that if a kid doesn’t know the answer, they can ask for a hint or pass to someone else in 
line. 

• Ask one of the questions below.  

• After the question is answered correctly, hold the flashlight at your shoulder level with the beam shining 
in front of the line of kids.  

• Challenge all of the kids to scrunch down and walk under the light beam without it touching them. 

• Choose another kid to answer a question. 

• Once the question is answered correctly, hold the flashlight a little lower for kids to pass under.  

• Continue until everyone has answered at least one question.  

• Lower the flashlight beam a little more with each round until kids can no longer pass under the light 
without it shining on them. 

 
Review Questions 
o Who came to visit Mary unexpectedly? (an angel) 
o What was the name of the angel who spoke to Mary? (Gabriel) 
o Who was Mary engaged to? (Joseph) 
o In what town was Mary living when the angel came to her? (Nazareth) 
o How did Mary feel at first when Gabriel came to visit her? (afraid) 
o What did Gabriel say would happen to Mary? (she would have a baby) 
o How did Mary respond to Gabriel’s message? (At first she was scared, but she wanted to do whatever 

God wanted) 
o What did Gabriel tell Mary to name her baby? (Jesus) 
o What happened when Elizabeth heard Mary’s voice? (the baby inside of her jumped for joy) 
o How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth? (three months) 
o What did Mary do to celebrate God’s plan? (she praised God with a song) 



 

 

 
What You Say: 
“God’s plans are amazing, aren’t they? His plans are bigger and better than any plans we may make for 
ourselves. Even our best plans sometimes fail. But we can [Bottom Line] celebrate because God has a 
plan, and it will NEVER fail. That’s because God’s plan is the perfect plan. We can trust Him, no matter what. 
When things don’t go the way we want or expect, it helps to remember that God sees everything that’s going 
on—way more than we can see. He had a big plan for Mary, and He has big plans for your life, as well.” 
 
 

3. Box Toss 

 
What You Need: “John 3:16 Labels” prepared box (1 per Group); Bibles; and timer on a watch or smartphone 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a Bible.  

• Ask kids to open their Bible to the book of John, using the navigation tips from last week if needed.  

• Review that John is the last of the group of four books in the Bible that talk about Jesus’ time on Earth.  

• Ask, “Can anyone remember the chapter and verse of this month’s memory verse?” 

• After listening to their responses, help the kids turn to John 3:16. 

• Remind kids that John 3:16 describes God’s amazing plan for us. 

• Help the kids identify four key parts of God’s plan by asking the following questions: 
o In God’s plan, who does He love? (the world, all of us) 
o In God’s plan, what did God give? (Jesus to die in our place so we could be forgiven) 
o In God’s plan, what do we need to believe? (that Jesus is God’s Son who died for us) 
o In God’s plan, what do we need to receive? (the free gift of God’s forgiveness and eternal life) 

• Direct the kids to sit in a circle. 

• Give one of the kids the prepared box.  

• Instruct the kid to find the first part of John 3:16 on the box and read it aloud. 

• Once the part of the verse is read, direct the kid to toss the box across the circle to another kid. 

• Direct the next kid to find the next phrase of the memory verse.  

• Give them one rule: Kids can’t catch the box a second time until everyone has had it once.  

• After the entire verse has been said, instruct the kids to do it again. 

• Time the kids to see if they can do it in less than 30 seconds. 
 
What You Say: 
“The Bible is God’s big story. Every book is important because it all speaks to who God is. But of all the verses 
in the Bible, John 3:16 gives us lots of reasons to [Bottom Line] celebrate because God has a plan. Without 
the plan to send Jesus, there would be no way for us to be with God. What an amazing gift God offers each of 
us. All we have to do is believe it and receive it.” 

 
4. Ring the Bowl 
 
What You Need: Hula hoop and container of individually wrapped candy (1 of each per group), extra candy for 
refill 
 
What You Do: 

• Direct the kids to stand in a wide circle. 

• Place the bag of candy in the middle of the circle.  

• Hand a hula hoop to a kid.  

• Instruct the kids to take turns rolling the hoop across the circle to try to land it around the bowl.  

• If they succeed, let them choose one piece of candy from the bowl.  

• Make sure everyone gets an equal number of turns. 



 

 

 
What You Say: 
“Getting a hula hoop to go the right direction then stop in exactly the right place at exactly the right time was a 
tricky task. [Transition] In today’s Bible story, we hear about someone who did far better than your hula 
hoops. Mary was at the right place at the right time to meet Gabriel and she discovered something 
even better than a bowl of candy. JESUS!” 
 

5. Pray and Dismiss 
 

What You Say:  
“God thank You that You always have a plan! Today, we celebrate You and the plans that You have 
for us this Christmas, and for the rest of our lives. Thank You for the plan You had so many years ago 
when You gave us your One and only Son, Jesus. We love You. In Jesus Name. Amen!” 


