
 

 

City SG—December 5th, 2021 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Nine Months (Elizabeth & Zechariah) • Luke 1:5-25, 57-66  
Today’s Bottom Line: Celebrate because God can do anything. 
Monthly Memory Verse: God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who 
believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIrV) 

 
1. Christmas Forever 
 

What You Need: Bible 
 

What You Do: 

• Review John 3:16 by saying it together one time. 

• Instruct the kids to sit in a circle.  

• Explain that you will call out a Christmas tradition that some families have.  

• Direct the kids to stand if the tradition or activity you stated is true for their family. 

• Call out some of the Christmas traditions listed below (or share others that apply more specifically to 
your group, based on what you know about your kids). 

o bake cookies  
o play Christmas music in your house 
o decorate a tree in your bedroom 
o watch The Polar Express 
o travel more than an hour away to be with family members 

• Name different Christmas traditions until all of the kids are standing. 

• When all of the kids are standing, ask the kids to say John 3:16 together as a group—from memory if 
possible.  

• As time allows, play again. This time, invite the kids to stand one at a time and share other traditions or 
activities their families do. 

 

What You Say: 
“Congratulations on memorizing a verse that will help you remember why you should never stop celebrating 
Jesus. God’s love, God’s gift, and God’s promise don’t end now that Christmas is over. And our praise and 
thanks shouldn’t stop once the Christmas lights go out, either. Bring your gift of love for Jesus to Him every 
day.” 

 
2. Tag Lines 

 
What You Need: Bibles, gift tags (40 per Group, per Service), and pens 

 
What You Do: 

• Divide your group into two teams. 

• Give each team a Bible and 20 gift tags. 

• Look up the Bible story in, Matthew 2:1-12, and read it out loud to your group.  

• Challenge teams to work together to come up with ten key words that relate to the Bible story. 

• Instruct the kids to write each word neatly on separate gift tags.  

• Direct the kids to come up with ten different words that pertain to Christmas but don’t have anything to 
do with today’s Bible story about the wise men. 

• Instruct the kids to write each word neatly on the rest of the gift tags.  

• Mix all 20 tags together.  

• Direct the two teams to trade their tags with one another. 

• At your signal, challenge the teams to race to separate the tags into two groups: words that relate to the 
story of the wise men and words that don’t. 



 

 

• Play again if time allows. This round, mix both team’s cards together. 

• Read the cards one at a time. 

• Of the two options below, choose the way you’d like to play this round of the game. 

• Instruct the kids to respond to what you read by doing one of the actions below. With either option, 
make sure to keep the pace quick to keep kids engaged.  

o Run to the left when you hear a word that goes with the Bible story or run to the right if it 
doesn’t.  

o Shout, “Never stop celebrating Jesus,” if the word goes along with the Bible story and shout, 
“Merry Christmas!” if it doesn’t. 

 
What You Say: 
“The wise men weren’t at the manger when the shepherds were. In fact, they probably came years later. That 
tells us there’s no time limit on celebrating Jesus and giving the gift of our love to Him.  

 
“Christmas may be over, but we should never stop celebrating Jesus. We might not sing Christmas carols 
again for a while, but we can still sing songs of praise to God whenever we think of Him. The tree and 
decorations don’t stay up year-round, but we don’t need Christmas lights to remind us that Jesus is the light of 
the world every day. So, let’s seek Jesus the way the wise men did then worship Him with our whole heart.” 
 

3. Hat Order 
 

What You Need: Bibles, party hats (1 per kid), markers, Christmas Stickers ( 1 bag per group) and timer on 
watch or smartphone 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a Bible, a party hat, and a marker. 

• Invite kids to look up John 3:16 using the navigation tips below. 
 
Finding verses with 1st through 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold 
up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, 
lead them to find “John” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find “John,” lead them to look at the page number 
beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find “John.” Help the kids find the page. When they 
find “John,” explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. Explain that the 
small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 16 in chapter 3.  

 

• Read the verse together a couple of times. 

• Assign each kid a portion of John 3:16 to write on their party hat.  

• Help kids assemble the hat. 

• Collect the hats and instruct the kids to form a circle.  

• Place the hats inside the circle, within reach of all the kids. 

• At your signal, invite the kids to grab any hat they like, read the portion of the verse written on it, and 
arrange themselves in verse order, holding their hats so everyone can read the words.  

• Repeat the game. This round, time the kids and see how quickly they can get in verse order.  

• Play the game a third time. Can they arrange themselves in verse order quicker than they did the 
second time? 

• On the last round, make it a bit more challenging by having kids put on the hats before they get in 
order. (Do this on the last round only, to avoid the sharing of hats on heads.) 

• Kids may use markers and stickers to decorate the hats to take home. 
 
What You Say: 
“This month’s memory verse reminds us of something we never want to forget—God loves us. ALL the time. 
EVERY day. He gave us a gift like no other gift we will ever receive. He gave us Jesus, who came to Earth to 
live and die so we can have a relationship with God that will last forever. That’s not just any gift.  



 

 

That’s the BEST gift ever. It’s something to party about. So let’s [Bottom Line] celebrate because God can 
do anything.” 
 
 

4. Pray and Dismiss 

 
What You Need: Christmas Ornament (1 per Group) 
 
What You Do:  

• Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. 

• Give one of the kids the ornament. 

• Sing a Christmas carol and direct the kids to pass the ornament around the circle. 

• Stop the singing randomly and instruct whoever holds the ornament to say, “Dear God, I can celebrate 
because You can do anything.” 

• Continue until all the kids have had a turn. 

 
What You Say: 
“It’s true. We CAN [Bottom Line] celebrate because God can do anything. When you find yourself facing 
something that feels bigger than you can handle, stop and ask God for His help. He will be with you every step 
of the way, and you can trust Him, no matter what.” 


